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In 1911’ Jonathan Moses Browning put the fin-

ishing touches on whal was o become the greatest fighting handgun
extant. Az originally designed by Browning, this new
.45 caliber pistol sported a 5-inch barrel and, with
its all-steal construction, weighed in at approxi-
mately 39 ounces. Employed very success-
fully as the U.S. military's sidearm during
both Word Wars and several ather major
canflicts, it wasn't until 1950 that Colt under-
took its first major modification of the Model
1911 when it released its new, novel, alu-
minum-framed Lightweight Commander. This
1| The methor faemed was.thc: firat mmmen:iai :'e.h
the Para Carry b be a duction of Browning's design,
reliable, powartal and 50 with its aluminum frame and

eazy packing plsol.
Z) The high-ide desipn — shorter slide it was a full 13 carryabla

ol thi Bulman THR £

hu|5|':;, :,m: tet 3 ocunces lighter than the steel-framed par- L

very concealable carmy, z I 1 . B iz e
3) The C6.45 LDA Enl_ pistol. Although its grip frame re N =

ig Fara Ordeante’s mained the same length, the new Com-

smallest enlry inle the e ol y
ASACP carmy market, mander’s slide was shorlened by 34 of an

&) For size compasizon,  inch, making this new, lighter pistol handier t
Ihe Para Cary is shown E
IEl:ﬁ: bebween a custom for concealed carry.

ol Lightweight [ 1 1 B
s S 0 .SII'II.':-E that .’[IITI.E. a myriad of custom gun
bodied .40 exliber Para,  SMiths and firearms manufaciurers havea
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The C6.45 preduced sub-2-3/4" groups fram the 15-yard mark with the camy amo Show.
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The GSI Gunlock i e most lenpar-
proof lock on the markel today. Onea
propery installed, il turns your fireamm inlo
a wseless piece of melal-unusable by
anyona but you.

The GE1 Guniock simply replaces the
magazing. & turn of the key moves tha
hardened steal pin inte the chamber and
your freanm is Secuns, period,

1719 GSI
Gunlock

INTERNATIONAL, INC.

Vsl E. Evans Rd., She, 2
Scotlsdale, AZ BEXG0

(480) 951-1890

www.gsiinternational.com
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| Powertal and porable, e lidle

PARA CARRY .45ACP

DUl Para should be a kil wilh
the concealed carry crowd,

chopped and channelad
the vensrable 45, reducing
its langth, haight, width,
and weight &van mare.
Barral {and acodmpanying
slide) lengths have g
from & b 4.25 b o35 inchas
urlil we now have pstols
with barrelz as sho ag 3
inches, Tve always liked
this trend of reducing the
gize and weight of proven
carmy pistols to make them,
wall, mone carryabla. Afer
the first few Govemnment
Madals had thair Sides chopped by cusbom
smiths, Coll bagan preducton of tha all-
steel Commander, Similarly, reducing (e
lergth and haight ol the Smilh & Wesson
Model 39, lke on the ASF and Devel,
resufled in the sventual commerncial pro-
duction of minsaturzed models ke the
3913 and &304 by that seme firm. Even
thesgh the First few models of pistols from
Kahr, a ralative nawecamer on the firearms
manufaciuring scana, were small from the
gat-ga, it wasa'l leng bafore Kahr was
shorening slides and framas aven mons.
And 50 i goes, As Far as 'm concamed,
this is good, real good, as long as all of
tivis minlatenzation doesn't result in A loss
af relizbllity and'or weapon controllabllib.
H's got 1o keep mnning with sbsolute
dapendakility and there's gol 1o be
enaugh of it laft to haold on ta.

Back in the 1870s, | citen found mysst
packing something like a SEB0ACE, usually
in the fonm of a Walther PPK or PPEIS,
whan working undercoves or vwhile off duby
Today, | routinedy pack 2 pistol hal is essen-
bally 1he sarms size as those Wallhers bl
ane that's chambored for & mech mon
powedul cariridge. It holds more rounds
than did the Walthers and, even with that,
i= still lighter overall in weight.

€6.45 LDA DETAILS

The newest mambar of [his miniaur-
izad ling ol handguns e golten 10 évalu-
abe is the Para-Ordnance C6.45 LDA, aka
e Para Carry, This is e third Para v
tested thal's besn equipped with e LDA
of “Ight double-aclion® tigger syslam. A
skeptic bedore | got 1o work oul with my first
so-equipped pistol, I've really come 1o
appreciala this trigger arrangement.
Alhough I've nevar lound carrying a
cocked and kocked 45 a problem, there
ara thosa who find a holstared pistol with a

cocked hammer roublesame. In tzet, over
the years, | oo, have encouniered mare
than one fefow lpw enforcement officer
who made me slighthy nansous whan thay
wera packing in this mode.

The LDA tigger is an answer 1o that
problem. A development by Para's Ted
Szabo, the LDA systam takes the “cocked”
out of cocked and lockad. Lzing an inlar-
nal cocking camidraw bar satup, e LDA
pigtols rom Para haeg a douldd-aclion-
only rigger syslerm lhal allows the ham-
Frcer B alwilnes remain a8 rasl untd actealed
by pulling i the rigger, The pull oo these
pistols has 1o be expenenced o under-
stand just how contegllable a tngger i . I
you're used to the kong, slacking pul found
an mast DA bo SA pistols, then the LDA
setup will surprize you. Initigl light pres-
sura on the trigger moves i rearmard 10 &
paint whara a few pownds mone causas
e sgar 1o Dreak and (he hammer 1o fall
with & fealing much like sl of a el
b single-aeticn, and you get his samie
confrollable pull each and every bme, IFs 4
difficult sensation to descibe and | am
conlinually amazed at how rapldly this trig-
gar system can be worked.

Tha LDA series of pestols from Para-
Crdnanct stared ol with & wide-badied,
high capacily model and then evahead info
a shrmmar, single-siacked varsion with tho
cveral drnensions of he Browming oniginal
Areduction of slide and giip length of tkal
pistod resulied in the Fara Companion, a T+1
round stainkass steel Colt Officar-szed pislal,
Undergoing furthers diminution has given wus
the Para Carry, a 1911-patterned pistal that
o hiofds claim 1o being the workd's smallest
1971 -slyla dovble-action-only A5 auicloader,

Wikh & barrel kength of usl 3 inches and
a heighl and langih of 4.78 and 6.5 nches
respeclivaly, this Para is ong small pack-
age. Wilh barrel, frarrs: and slide (and maos)
oiher pins) fabricalod Irom stainloss stec,



shits hefiy litle heawy hitlar lips (ho Scabas &
30 aunces empby. With its abbagvated sn-
gho-slacked magazine stokod up with six
rounds of Winchestor 230-grain SXT
Hollow Points and ong mere up the spout,
the Carry weighs a respecizble 36 ounces.
| later faund this hedt to be a comion when
firing sonows cary rounds from the likes of
Caor-Bon and Winchestar.

With a grip-frame lenglh just shy of a
half inch shorber than a ol Ollicers Model
pistol, the Para Carry las just enough front
strap for ma ta get my middle and ring fin-
gers solidly wrapped around whibe my
pinky ends up curled below the frame. This
didn't seam 1o causs me any control prob-

Caliber: 45450 = Barrek: 3 inches
QA Lenglis § 5 isches

Heightz 4.5 irches = Welghts 30 ountes
Sights: Fioced “Hiowak™ style S-dot
Hction Type: Locked briech,
duihlk-action-onky, sami-aubs
Finlsh: Maste Slarless = Capagity: 6« 1

PARA

Lnad

| —

Fodersl 165 Hydra-Shok

ol

Valocity

Sl Group
Ey e ol

Large Group

Wirchester 135 ShverTp

Bullel weipht measeved ke grakes, velooly b feel per second (fos] by Dahler P35 Chronograph,
accuricy it inghas for e shats hench rest v 15 pargs

lems when fing the Para Garry either ane-
or two-handed, bul wara it my mtenion 1o
amploy the pistal in the e of a serous
carry gun, | think I'd have ils now smooth
front sfrap chackersd a1 25 or 30 knes per
inch for added purchass,

Th frarne of the Para Carry as well as
the bop of Its slide are finished off in a salin,
begd-Blasied finish, whila the sidas of the
gide bear a nicaly confrasted pokshed
look. The shda waars a feed Movak-type
rear sight milled in, and its front sight s
dovetaied in placa. The rear sight is ser-
rated across its face and bears two while

o

dots that align easily with the single white
diat cut inte the faca of B o blade, |
was navar a fan aof e Ihieo-oot-type
satup until recenthy, much preferting black-
onsblack sights, but this has changed as
my oyes have aged. | find that now. a
ihrze-gol selup Is ingdeed an aid to quicker
sight alignmant.

In keeping with its ulra-concgaalablo
role, tha C& 45" hammar has been Dobbed
and fits almast flush with and mirrors the
contowr of the rear of its gida, With its LDA
trigger syslem, the G645 is incapable of
being cocked so there s no need for tha

Mo Matter What You Shoot. Mo Matber What Skill Level You Are.  No Matter What Skill Level You Want To Be.

WE WILL MAKE YOU A BETTER SHOOTER. PERIOD.

Reganliess of how good 1 shoater yoa may be and no maiter oo much yon Kiow, we ang
comfident in ur puinnice st you will keave the SIGARMS Academy & betier shooter armed
with mare useful knowledge thin vou had upon your ervival Your tumbs may be blssered fron
Ianking aned reloading magirines and you say need so endure the painful procedane of discarding
some of the mbaEfrmation than has kdged i vous brain over the veass, bur youwll know mane
il shoat beives. [0s than simgile Anil 25 wee s3y, SG = an aoronym [or Simpe Is Ginod.

wwn._sigormsocademy.com

ACADEMY.-,

SIGARMS.

. 233 Exeter Road, Fpping, NH 03042 . [603) 679-2003 . Real Lile Troining. Reol World Preparelion,
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PARA CARRY .45ACP

presence of & spur or bwr on itls hammar.
Aleng with i bobbed hammaer, tha CE.45'5
qiip safety hes alse been lopped off al its
frama. Perhaps lopped off i too fersa &
tarm, bul what wa've all come 1o Kntw and
kve a5 a “beaverzil = entirgly absent on
this pEstal. &L first blush, this seems e a
perectly acceplable modification, in bght of
il pairing with a spur-lass hammer, sinca
thare is no hammer protrusion presant o
bilte tha wab of ore’s hand. With thal said,
howiawer, | did Fnd during one Shading
session where | padormed a considerabhe
number of draws ram concoalmeant with
the T6.45, thal il | didn'l make a8 pedect
grab on the pistel, my hand

ble-aclion-only 45 auicksader
awailable.” On the other hand, 1o
aflord a modicurn of proteclion
1o one's hand, it would reguire
st 003 of an inch protrusion
from & well-shaped beaversil,
which wouldn't detract one iola
from the Camy's concealability.,
And then | could go wilh na,
because thes bobbed grp safely
does give the Carry ils unique
look. Angd wunless one were
going o use it a lot from the
holster, like for IDPA use whare it is fired
often and much, than | dan't sea its pres-
enca [or ils absence, as il

tended fo end up toe high on
tive hack strap, &5 there was

For more
i information:

e

wara)] as & major problem,
Even wilh thal highes-than-|-

no exlension or beavedail to

wild-have-ked grip, | sl

snuggle up to. When fired FB&MMH miade B hilg with this pistol
with thiz hasty grip, the bot- ﬁlﬁﬂt i and it was only after several

fom of the =lide raked e
wei al iy hand during recoil.
Does this mean | think the
bobbed grp safety in't a
aood idea? Well, ves and no.
| zay yas, becauss although it
dicas maka the G6.45 smaller
owierall and hlps il qualily as
ihe “smallest 1911-s8vle dou-

Scarboreugh, Onzsio
Canada M1X 163
[41E) 2B7-7455

W paraord.com

Bulman Gunleather

P0. Box 361, Dept GWILE
Nawey, PA 15665

(&14) 6968515

wirsi Bubrasgurisatherzom

mis-grips that il begantobe a
pein. Agaim, if 1 were my
intention to carry and shool
this pistol plenty, | bhink |
might look info fitling another
grip salaby with jusl & ke bit
al exkengion, |1 woskdn't hawe
b be a ull seaverail, bul |
would like sormething monre

there to halp position and prodect my hand,

The Carry his ils epaction port keegred,
flared, and opened up considerably, This
should aid in positeee ejection of lired cases
and also alkew Tor uninhisited removel of a
laded round from s chamber, The front or
muzzle end of the Cerry's slide has baan
tastefully bevaled and this should aid in
reholstaring. The Camy has been given a
light *dehoming” treatmant and no sharp
edges wena lalt uniraaled that could cul o
abrade. Mg handled supposed camy pislols
i Bher past that have had edges 5o shan thal
firing) Eharrn haslys ressuliod in an abrason ko
the hand. The area on the Para that bit me
was the botiom rght edge of the back of is
slide and this wouldn't have eccurred with

Day or Night... Dark or Light...
Or Amfthm In Between

Tr||14 ] LB '-. i f -'||.tl'|'||r'l.|.r|.t=|. ]

5 'III1.'| f||'|1 Lcs

guarantees-a hr:l.,ht aiming point in Any l11_.,1"|t
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The Gaary has a
Busshingless Barel
aad a special dou-
ble recoll spring.

mare gip safihy,

Ewen thowgh e lil-
e Para has a double-
action-only rigger sys-
fam, it 3l empleys a slide lock ar thumb
safety that's located and operates in the
same manner as one found an & single-
action rodel. Para, | feed, wisely chose o
use a safety without an extendad paddle or
levear, which | think is in keeping with this
pistol’s inended concaalably role, Employ
the salaly, and the Slide i keckod in placo
and the frigger disengaged, Disengage lho
salaly and you're good 10 go.

Speaking of saleties, the Para LDA
senes of plsiots, which includes this Para
Carry, |s eguipped with sewveral safety
devices above and bayond tha slide lock
safeby. We've. glready mantioned the grip
safety, which on the LDA pestal locks balh
the hammer and slide from mosemeant unkl
disengaged. Grasping the Para Cany in g
weidreridd liring grip disendadges ihe gnp sate-
Iy and, previded the slide lock safety has
been disenganed, readies the pistol to fine.

Thie LDA scres of pisicls ere also
equpped with two passive-iype saletes,
which gra activated aulomatically, withouw
manuwal imersendion and are designed 1o
present accidental dischanges. This includes
the “inertia firing pin” a fiing pin that,
because of its size and position, can'l coma
in comact with a cafridge's primes unliss
subjecied 0.4 Bow of the hammer and & -
irg in lock™ Bhat pivysically iraps tha fiing pin
unilil the tigger is intentionally pubad. This is
a sala, well-dasigned Bitle psiol

Because ol lithe avallable room inside
the CH.45 lor a recod spring, the Para
Cary uses & unigue two-spring spproach
1o aford enowgh spring strength to operate
the pishol, This recail spring assemily usas
& short outer spring of conventional diame-
ter containing approximately aight coils,
which is mated fo & smaller diarmalar -
coilad spring thal aperaies independantly
and essentially inside The langer sprng.
The combination of the wo springs pro-
vidas the necessary lonog io operate within
thie limited contings of the Camy's slide.
This Syslom worked quite wall.

Tha Camy's bamel, a short stulbby affair,
i5 of the integral ramp design and is mated,
zans barral bushing, direcly to tha ronl
end of the slide. Tha slide-lo-rarme [ on
this Para Carry showed Some movamant
up and down and side te side, as did the it
ol its barmal witha the side, bul thie pisiol
wasn'l built for, nor expecied to produca,
I'ris assuming, mateh grade accuracy.

I waighed the pull on the Para Camy
and detarrnined that it took & pounds, 15
ouncas ¥ causa (Plsase furm i sage G5

CALL 1({B800)SA2-1911 “the MAG GUIDE people"™
| when only the BEST will do!

a perect grip or a litle

534.95 1:'-} n
Eainspring Houalig
Araddes

585.55

Full Para Mag Guido

57495 _Jf ﬂ-
Il Gavarmniment Madeld

Cffcers’ Kaded fFor PILPIE ) s

o Mag Gude A asia b s § TRy E8 g =
- Flabhachad 55T 22 LF B8 Fpsp Crdeig X1 LA
Flaarted P i
AT B L TP AR Rl ondy]
Abiti Aatalss :’L of P :i:-rq
Grirsy Mad ST 500 55

534.55 .95

“E-I Fil Hi Grip™ Salety
FE0 mwdan-Sacwn T 4 B0
S50 medam: 57T b Springfiaics
“Fa ™ L

*E-Z FRHL Grip™ Salely
[P0 anlgh

devabatia b1
TuirGen L Sares 85

W

r-rvatalid) SEE rasim
i i it
54a9.00
Ambkanlreus from S16.50-570.04
1] irep Fipkaoinn B & A Cusiom Grips
e ol
(e lbiuted & Azmiaia oyl o W bk
MEW. Sim Ling Pary-Crdrance. 5L TerEswd ireTa
May Guides & Grigs wistrews & Duthings & &
A avaiahio ko Afminum Em
T mailable with Lamyand Loop ALEXANDER . in-.

Color Calalyy Awvailabln
Sama Ciary E-ri_ppi'r;
Appiogiain shipping charis
Drzafiers YWolkoomes

1005 Costome Salisfnoion

VisA R0, Box 490200 » Giuland, Texas USA 72040-6208
(B00) SAZ2-1911 » International (972) 840-3685

Fax (872} B40-E178 = Emel 58191 148 gta.ned

lﬁ wwv. srnithandalaxander.com
d Haurs: M-F, Sam-5pm C5T

THE GREATER OHIO VALLEY KNIFE SHOW ‘03

Movember 141h & 1510 2003 at the Pritchard-Laughlin Civie Cenker
7033 Ghenn Hwy (Old F1,40) Cambridge, Ohip 43723
Shose Hoges. Mow 841, 12 p Lo 6 ps « Mow 1510, 9 am 1o 5 pm
Adirission 25000 per person. Foad ond brvvrsgor ooy
F Door Prizes and Casrom Kelfe Drsamgs !
# CusiomKnives ~ # Manutaclured Knives # Miniature Knives
# Scrimshaw #" Knile making supplies # and much more
Comeeniently locoted near the 1-70 & 1-77 Infeschange in Southemstem Ohio. Toke exit 178 off of I-70, tum
right of e first light end the Cric Center & approximately] mile on the laft. 1t & o boautilul fodity with plenty
"'!- free porking aleng with reslourants and matels coe exit ecst {exit 178).

ST

o' sy bivstar oF Sl pREUTeE ST
Koval KNIVES » RO, Box 492 « Hew Ausa, OH 43054 « (614) B55-0777

wowsn kovalknivas.com ® amail; kol @ aounlonives com

Tel; 514,748, 9985

el Visa & Mastescard
" Offring the very lstost dasigris from top name makers and highiive production sources.
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Pro-Shooters
AR 16 Bag $99.55

Bonded Ankle
Holsier 52605

T | T o el condEleen,
L':ail Now! 1-800-950-8181 s mudans
Or, visit www. Bagmaster.com | s a Asgras

iy
ticar —
Brucs Flax
& G0OF

Three-0un Wertd Chisn pien

g prcdectind a0 T pooald T

Kini
Range

545,95

—/

Emplyoos

-m‘-tﬁmw# i

Special Discaurnt
for Public Safioty

P, Fow, Bk, badiany @ |
Tactical Weapon Case $8858 | £o) ot ao0-ssoaiad

SERIOUS ’ﬂ.
BUSINESS
DEMANDS
SERIOUS.
(:laAll

YOU ASKHER FORIT YOU GOT I
The Plolinum Series Bellfstlc Nylew by Don Hume
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1-800-331-2686

PARA CARRY .45ACP

Confinped fram pane 59

its hammer o fall, Again, (hd may sound
somewhal hbavy if you're usad to the ight-
beoaking pull of a wel-tuned Govemment
kAndel, but this |s a good, easily contrcllable
and sale pull weight for this pistol and one |
urge pe fried belore passing judgment.

RANGE TIME

I triced ol the Para Gary with four dil-
farent high-erd 45 ACP carry rounds from
the likes of Winchester, Cor-Bon, and
Faderal. Al 15 yards, the C6.45 produced
groups ranging from a small of 1.78 nches
be the largest that just shaded 4 inches for
five shobs. For individual rosults, refer 1o
the included chard, With the sizzling 165-
grain Power Ball loads from Cor-Bon, |
began to appreciate the exira waight of this
pistol aMorded by itz steel frame. Sl
ihe's a part of me that would ke 1o see

U ihis pistol produced wilth am alloy frama.

| only experienced aone minor sloppage
early on and thiz was when the CE.45's
slide faflad to fully close on one af the
Winchester rounds. A quick Banp of the
rear of (ha shda chambenad the recalcitrant
round, and soma 150 rownds laber [ lailed
1o have ary othir miscises of amy kind with
this pislal

Cin a second range outing, | tred the
Para Camy with some of my kead bulleted
refcads on 8-inch sleel plates, from the hol-
gter. | found hitting the B-inch plalas staged
el amywhera from 12 10 18 yards guite aasy
viith the Para and 8 proved 100 peacan
refiable with my reload,

CARRYIN' THE CARRY

And speaking about “from the holstar,”
in anticipation of recaipt of tha Parm Garry,
I contacted Josh Bulman of Bulman
Gunleather cul of Mewry, Pennsylania, for
ara of his THR (The High Ride) holstars.
Boy, have things changed from the eary
1970s when finding a knowledgesble and
1ented holsler maker was 2 difficult chaore,
There are some really fing holsler makers

| out there now and, if the THR holsler is

indicative of all his producls, Joshus
Bulman is ana of them, Ard speakng of the
carty 15705, back n those eary days, |
worked dope enforcemant with the Feds,
DEA, and was continually amusad by bow a

o | good many of tham carried their hardware.,

For zome reason, plenty of the Feds in ry
area liked to wear leathar jackets, but invari-
ably they ware of the short-waist hpe, And
alfthowgh they looked cod @ hi oo
cowar-ups and wars oasy 10 detinguish from



The Pars is shown wikk a high-ride
“pancake” styie holsier imm Bulman
Gunleather, @ firat-rale sarry cambo.

us state and ool nacs, thay roulingy
wiore these coats wilth a bell=Garry arrange-
mant that allowead e baltom onae-thard '3'1
thsir holstersd Bardwang i peek oul Dekow
Bwir coat, This short-slided Para coupled
with & Bulman high Ade holster waould hewve
besn a good combo for those guys.

The THR iz a pancake style holstar with
balt loops fore and att that rides extremely
high on the balt. The one Josh made for
the shart-barreled Para extends only about
half an inch below the bottom of the bell
and is ideal for on or in-front-of-Ihe-hip
camy. Tha THR has my predarmed 2eo-cant
angle in thal th pistol rides straight v and
dowmn, and il & handsomoly and extonsive-
by hand bomed 10 it the conbours ol e gun.
This hand boning eliminates the need for
any type of external or add-an retendion
gdewices, and when | first holstared the Para
into the THA, i libarally snapped inlo placs.
S0 light was ils inifizl fif that the first couple
of times | thed to drew from it, | Reraly
couldn't get the Para fraa. Josh includad a
botte of his Leather Condifioning Créme
with the THR and after a couple of Bearal
appbcalions of this to the insida of his hal-
gler and after fifty or 2o presentations lho
unit hacsened up encugh bo alow & smoath
draw. This is an exceplionaly well-made
holster thats well designed and whose
consiruction is well axecuted, Handmado
from high qualty leafies, edgos ang Dur-
nishead, nod just dyed, and slitching i tight
and unifaerm, | waee the Para in the Bulman
scabbard on & stout 2-phy gun belt for sav-
eral days and this combo proved 8 com-
forable, secure camy.

FINAL NOTES

While not tuly tiny, the Para Cary
claims litle to the smallast 1311 -29y0e dou-
ble-action-only pislel now available and
thare's nadhing on the markot teday
can redube that caim, I5s well bullt, reliabla
and accuratn and plenty powarful enough
b get the job done. With its safe-to-carry,
very controlighle triggar system, and
when packed in a holster like the cne from
Bulnan's, thiz ia a cami with which [ would
fesal well anmed.
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