H COMBAT TEST

PX
LTG
40

Reliability and
accuracy are
ensured by all-

Fara-Ordnance PXT LTG has a

new super-tough s st atstae
extractor! stainless fire control parts and

the cocobolo wood stocks.
Showen with an Dsborne-

i designed Benchmade knife.
By Rich Grassi :

ome angue, successiully, that the
S rally weak link of the M1511

systam is the extractor. It has 1o
have the Aght tension 1o roliably grab
the case head and rp it from the
chamber A friend got & 1911 clone
from mia, shot it auite a bit and decid-
el 10 delail sthp it for cleaning. He was
surprised to find that the exiractor had
no perceptiphe ension. It worked just
fine anyway, thaugh it shouldn't have,

The extractor is curved within its
channg in the slide, which provides
prassure on a carridge case's rAim
thraugh e hook an the end of the
spring steel aextractor. The degree of
the cure in the part 15 whal provides
the pressuirs,

You can make the case that this is
an outdated system. Too much curve
provides too much pressure, prevent-
Ing a meund from carying up. The
round fails to feed. If there is too little
curve, then there's not encugh tension
to ensure  extraction, Failures to
extract and eject can cecur.

Para-Ordnance PXT LTC, right side.

10 COMBAT HANDGLUINS



PHEPAHED
FDH .ﬂ.

GL.INF l GHTT‘

o

mmm:mﬁim
nrﬂﬂmﬂnhhllﬂ

x:ﬂwmumn e juEr~ f?::"-

Every Ranégus Bvaer Shauld T

ﬂlm“ it

800-342-2406
r wisil

Myron Stucky wanted 1:-..- take the
Para-Ordnance PXT LTC home. | Efll“l'ltfﬂ]ﬂ.ﬂlll'lf“!

.-

Extracior lan 1 A aken owvar F*:{r.s r..lrﬁn.:ml: s new Para Power
time through 1 ay to Extract compared 1o the %
ek an e = qine r claw, Tho now unit

th the rim by 50

the ._h,_.mb:-r thiam dre da : S 1S Mk M F:II:':-!':ILI'.'E Tead-
on it. it s hard on the extrac i ]
thera’s no need far it. You can chip or

break extractors that way. tion of tha am |:|1',.r




PXT LTC .45ACP

The piveling claw of he Power
Extractor is always under just tha right
tension. The PXT is not an extermal
gxtractor design, The new exiractor
keeps the “matchless asthatics of this
classic design.”

The first two Para pistols with the
new Power Extractor were the full-size
pistals, The five-ingch gun ls namead tha
Para PXT 1911, A “Cammander” lenath
4. 25-inch model is called the Para PXT
LT,

Due to my affinity for the shorter
1911, | asked Para for the LTC. It was a
very good decision on my part,

PXT LTC Details

The LTC, presumably short for
Lisutenant Calonal (Army pay grade O-
§), is an analeg o the Colt Combal
Commandar. Interestingly, the com-
mander In the US Mawvy iz alzo pay
gradke Q=5

This 35-ounce black pistol has
stainless steel fire controls, The Black
finish is the new Regal Para Kote fin-
izh. I'd =een Internet chatter about the
Fegal finish net holding up. 1 had this
gun for over G0 days and it went
through sewveral hands and lots of
draees, The Pasy Bote didn™ Chip o
fade the whole time,

The coambination of black with stain-
lhs SloCk SCrews, madazine rolease
button, slide stop, grip safety and
thurnb safety is striking. Add to this the
Para cocobels stocks with gold
medalliens, and the overall effect is
one of subdued elegance. it's like this:
There are guns with beauly barme of
utility. They aren't “pretty” by any stan-
dard except by their usefulness, Thers
are others that are works of the gun
rmakers’ art. Thera are the great “in-
betweens,” qguns hal look quietly
competent,

Like other Para 19113, the LTC has a
barral with an integral feed ramp.

The PXT “Power Edractor™ has a
comparalively huge claw with which
to feedfextract a cartridge case.
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The haod of the barrel has the Para
marking and caliber designation. A
motch is cut in the hood to allow a
peek to check chamber loaded status.

The PXT gun has stainless magazing
caktch, slide stop, thumb- and grip
safeties and stock screws.

What Para-Ordnance did was com-
bine the top-af-the-line style with a
wlility finish, The gun & approprialely
tight and looze anough for stoppage-
Tree Tuncticn while being fitted enaugh
far accuracy,

The top of the gun iz crowned with
Para's snag-free, low profile, high visi-
bility sights. I'm not hugely impressad
with the 3-dot system, bt Para's is as
good as they get. In fack, oy wons
hefpful im guick drills. They camea to the
oy positively. The short slide holds the
4.25.inch ramped barel Unlike the
original, Para 19115 have ramped bar-
rels 1o enhance leeding and 1o ensure




PXT LTC .45ACP

apart and soméwhal mare camplicat-
ed to get together wntil you get the
Emack of it. | lke the arrangement baet-
ter than a "bushingless” barmal system,
though I've had some success with
thern cwver e years, U'm just ald-Tash-
ioned.

| ardered a holster from Josh
Bulman. "d read aboul his work Bt
had no first-hand experiance with it. |
thought that this was a good fime 10 iry
it out.

His “Quilck Forward Drop Scabbard”
(QFDS) pulls the gun bull in close to
the body. The back locp, which iz fas-
tened with a snap, s someawhat behlnd
the halster body, A tunmel Behind the
pouch takes the belt, but the rear loop
it what pulls the rg in tight, 1t has a
slight muzzle rear rake, necessany for
my wse due to limited shoulder maklli-
ty, There is a sewn-in Sight channg,
Tha mouth of the holster is circlad with
a reinforcing band, The rear part af the
reinforcing band rises up to for a
“sweal shield.” This tab preventis
clodhing from going inte the holster
with the gun and keeps the safety in
the “on” position while the gun s hol-
gslared.,

| had some cancern that the extend-
e gafety of the LTG wauld not it in
with the QFDS. However, those fears
proved groundless. [t fit peractly. I
thils example iz a true representation of
Bulman's wsual work, and my scurces
say it ig, then you really can'l go wromng
with Bulman Gunleather,

Shots Fired

T get the feel of the pistal, | did an
accuraty test, some Goambsat work and
let other people try it ouwt.

On the first cating, | just put & few
rounds aut of i, The LTC is striking in
appearance ard | couldn't keep my
hands off it, though other projects
intruded. The firgt sig rounds out of the
neny gun put a (called] fiyer baw and the
other live squarg inlo he genfer at 25
yards. | went to the 5S0-yard steel
“gong” targets and printed four of six
on Steel, | wsed the upright support
post for a supporing “barricade.”

My i pressian wag thal the gun was
slick, except for cne magazine that
didn®t fall frae fram the gun. 1*d work an
kot latler

The second trip included my wsual
23-yard accuracy test. Using the
Steady Point Handgum Rest from
Shooters Ridge, | put five rounds of
Black Hills 230-grain JHP into 3.5 inch-
as. The best thrae went into 1.94 inch-
es. Winchester “Personal Prolection”
230-grain SXT put five into only 2.5
imches at 25 yards, with the best three
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Four different loads were stuffed inta
mags in random ordar for a short qual
course. There was a shooter induced

stoppage, bul no accuracy problems.

The LTC put four different loads into a
tight group at ranges from 7 to 25 yards.

The Josh Bulman Quick Farward
Drop Scabbard [(QFDS) was well fitted
to the LTE—it was comiortable and
guick, with wonderful workmanship,

into 1.5 inches,

Trying a featherweight bullet in a
stout load, -the Cor-Bon Pow'R Ball
165=grain +P want into 5.5 inches. The
best three went into a group of 1.13
inchas, This led me o believe that the
fiviz-shot growp was more a function of
& fasble shooter than the gun and/or
o,

a LTC aht a tight E:Iﬂ-tﬂl‘ '.'.II
Spear Lawmaan range ammi,

Winchester “Personal Protection"
230gr. BXT went into a tight group,

The powerful Cor-BEon Paw'R Ball put
four in a tight cluster with one flyer.

The excellent Speer Lawman 200-
graim ThJ range ammo put five into
3.81 inches and three of those clus-
tered imbo 1.5 inches. | have to con-
clude that the Para-Ordnance PXT LTC
Iz quite accurate right out of the box.,

1 did a short combat course using a
BET center from Birchwood Casey in
thvezir “splash of green™ Shoot-M-C for-
mat. | mixed loads putting Cor-Bon
165-grain JHF +F and 165-grain
Pow'R Ball, Black Hillz 230-grain JHP
and Winchester 230-graln SXT into
ragazings in vanying order, | ended up
with a single stoppage and one fail to
lock open on an emply magazine, |
Belicws they wene shooter induced, All
the hits went into the 9 and 10 ring of
the target centor

| took the Para-Ordnance LTC to an




The excellent Black Hills 230gr. JHP
put all rounds inte a 3.5 group with
the best three going inta less than
Iwo inches,

agency open range. When Det. Jack
Margan firgl Saw it, he said ihatl the
LTC was too pretty te shoot, Sacrilege!
The practical appearance of the gun
when taken along with the classy
wood stocks cry out for use.

The range guys tried the LTC oul.
byron Stucky, Jack Morgan and | iried
fhe LTC on the steel combat silhouette
fram 25 te 50 yards. It was no feat 1o
keap &l the hits on steel. I'd cleaned
the tubes of Both magazines and they
both dropped free at the range. | also
triegd the LTC wath Metalform maga-
Zines, The advantage, &5 well a5 dised-
vantage, of 1911 format pistols is the
availability of magazines. Some, like
Matalform, are quite good. Others,
fram parts bing at gun shows, are

The author spoiled a law
enforcement gualification group
with twio flyers, one high and cne
lonwr. The gun worked just finel

nothing te depend an. The LTS was
slick with the Metalforms | had on hand
and never failed with the two maga-
zines suppliad.

Both of the instructors, as well as
deputies there bo train with duty and
backup guns, put rounds downranga,
They were cffusive In their praize of the
new gun. Stucky wanted to get it away
fram rme. | teld him it belonged to Para-

Ordnance and he'd have to chat with
tharm.

| took the opportunity to show
Morgan Josh Bulman's Quick Fanwvard
Drop Scabbard. After noting that the
rlg was “beautiful,” he sald that he at
first theught it carme from the shop of
Lau Alessi. That's considarable praisa
inclecd,

I shot the open range combat
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GET LOADED WITH THE “NEW"™
CAMEBI LOADER
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TACTICAL DEFENSE INSTITUTE

Traln with TDIs professional staff in a friendly, fun environment, QOur ictal
systam of personal defense will excesd your expectalions

}mmrmmnm RIFLE/PRECISION RIFLE/SHOTGUM/PHYSICAL & KNIFE DEFENSE |

Located in South Gentral Ghia, For iformation & brochinge:
2174 Bethany Ridge Road Wes1 Union, Chio 45533 SaT-544-T228

Specifications:
Para-Ordnance PXT LTC

Caliber: 458CF

Barrel: 4.25 inches

OA Lenglh: 7.75 inches
Weight: 35 cuncoes

Grips: Cocobolo

Sights: Snag-free low profile 3-daot
Action: Singlae-Action

Features: Para Power Extractor,
stocd frame

Finish: Regal Para Kale
Capacity: Two T-shot mags

coursa af fire involving lots of draws
fram the holster and shooting from 3
yards ko 25 yvards. It should suflice to
say et e never fired as tight a qual-
ification group with a modarately
priced 1911 formmat plstod since 've
been doing this. Its that good. 1 had

| one called fiyer, but the rest of the
| riboed
| Remingten) went into a small central
| cluster with a few “outriders.™ it was

raunds ({Car-Ban and

good encugh for a 2497250, AL my age,
with miy infirmities, 1l take that score.
After the first trip to the range, there
witn: no stoppages, This confirms my
balief that it was me instead of the gun.

Final Maotes

There s a creep-Trea, crizsp trigger:
decent sights, a durable finish and a
sharp appearance. Togather with a
slide/bamral length to my prefereance, |
aoaulda't Tind anything o dislike atout
the LTC. | wish I'd gotien the knack of
reassembly a little quicker, but I'm not
the mast mechanically inclined gun
crank arownd.

The accuracy s terriflc withouwt any
alter-market tinkering. The reliability is
all thera, Para-Ordnance has a real
winmer heral L

For more information
contact:

Para-Ordnance, 980 Tapscall Rd.,
Dept CH, Scarborough, OM,
Canada, M1X 103; 416-297-TESS;
wwwparaord.com

Bulman Gunleather, RO, Box 361,
Depl CH, Mewry, PA 16665; B14-
GO6-B615;

wwna bulmangunleathercom

Metalform, 555 John Downey D,
Dept CH, New Britain, T 06051;
BOO-G18-3315;

wynw mctalformmagaeinds cam
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