B CONCEALED CARRY

Carry rigs of veteran

By Ralph Mroz

takes weapons concealment seri-

aushe Hore 'd like ta point out some
of the things | look for in evaluating 0
person's level of professionalism, and
illustrate those points with examples
from several top manufacturers,

First, | meed to say that the cost of a
persan’s concealment gear an't 30
much of a consideration. As in S0
many things, you can pay a lot for a
fashionable “name,” or a reasonable
amount somawhers else, and gat rea-
asonably equal guality and functicnality.
On tho ather hand, good guality often
doos cost morn. Cost differentials in
leather goods are offen a function of
production gquantity, which means little
in terms of function, fo aestholic
detailing that does not contribute
much to function, and to differences in
materials and workmanship that do
make a differance. Function/cost rala-
tionships are also skewed today by
top-quality holsters mada of synthet-
ics—Kydex, thermoplastics, and so
am, which manufacturing cost is low
but whose functional guality iz often
quile high. Botlom Fine, 1 have bath
some inexpensive holsters and some
very expensive ones that 1 use with
confidance,

The first thing | look at is whether
the holster fits the gun it cames. Has
the Dearer chosen a cheap product
that does not tightly secwre the
weapan, or waorse, are they using a
halster net designed for the spocific
wieapon they're camying? | also want
to see & holster that pulls the gun in
close and light 1o the body and doos
not allow it to flop around. | then look
ta zee il the weapon iz worn al an
angle for that person, which allows for
quick access and draw. Finally, 1 want
to see a holster that's mot ao bulky it
campramises the very concealment
job for which it was purchased. Both
autside and inslde-the-pants holsters
wark fine, by tha way; it's a matter of
personal preferance.

Mext | ook at the belt. Does it fit the
slots and loops of the holster? There
are three common widths of gun balts
and halster loops and skots: 1-14, 1-

I s not difficult to know if someons
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Dillom's "LTD™ is a flawless example of the classic wrap-arcund design, All

Dillon leather products are more holster than you pay forl

This "Bomber Jacket" pocket holster
from Bullman i5 a superb example of
a spacialty piece of eguipmaent.

172, and 1-3%4 inches. 11 is imperative
that the width of the belt you wear
rakch the width of the receptacles for
it on the holster. Otharwise, the holster
will shift about, which is both uncom-
fartable and unsale. Many of the larger
halster manufacturers make their hiol-
sters with only 1-3'4-inch slots and

loops in order to keap their production
variations under control, which means
that you must wear 8 1-34-inch belt
(which are often available in versions
that are tapered at the front) One of
the advantages of a smaller shop is
thal individual preferences in belt
width  {and subsequently holster
slotsloops) can be accommedated for
any particulir halster o Bed, You must
also use a belt that's designed o
gecuraly carry the weaight of a gun.
Almost no belt not made specifically
for this purpess will do the job, and
almost every holster marchant sells
acod belts, Invest ina few,

Finally, | lock ta sea if the accessary
holders—magazine pouches, light
holders, cuff cases, etc., are of equally
gead guality, You wouldn't bo carmying
these accassorias to bagin with if you
didn't think they were important, so
why waould you cary them in some-
thing that didn't treal them as imposs-
tant?

B&J Concealment Gunleather is a
naw shop out of West Virginia. B&J
chooses and works their leather so
that fhe result is mlatively thin and stiff,
which raducas bulk and makes for
durable rig; 6/7 or B9 ounce cowhide
is tightly molded to the gun, given 4-5
coats of hand-rubbed v linish and



meant o carry in front of the body,
betwean the hip and the belt buckle,

The Galeo "Royal Guard” is a classle
Summer Special done one better, it's
made of horsehide!

hand buffed. Because of the coals of
wax and somatimas an acrylic fimish,
Bé.) halsters are waterproof and lomg-
lzsting. Belts alse get a bath in saddie
ail first, All this handwork results in a
snwg, well-concealed holster, Mew hol-
ster designs are rare, but their "Mew
York Style” rig is new and practical.
Fashioned after &a NYPD cop's Idea, the
MY Style Is designed for appendix
carry, strong side front (between the
hip bone and the belly button). Here
the gun's barrel aligns with the
thighvpezlvis creasa, and the gun i3 eas-
ity accessible from any position,
including sitting. Concealment is sur-

Garrity's “Steadfast” boasts two-tona |

high band and low-cut fromt, and
all-round top-shell execution,

Garrity's “Steadfast™ also features

rear belt slots and a split tunnel loop |

for super security.

prizingly effective. | beliove that this
carmy mode will catch on fast, but you
can fry it now from BE&.J).

Mark Garrity could easily be the
finest “unknown™ halster maker In the
busingss. The reason that he's not bet-
ter known oulside of his region is that
he's kept pretty busy as a full-time
cop, tactical fteam membern academy
instructor and competitive shooter.
That background assens you thal ks
halsters arg, first and foremost, practi-
cal, His letterhead identifies him as
“Owner and Artisan® of Garrity
Gunleather, and he is cartainly an arti-
san, too. With its two-tone finlsh and
high mouthband, and with the fact that
it sat “just right™ on a balt, his
“"Steadfast” rig caught my attention al
an IALEF| conference a couple years

ago, The Steadfast waes originally |

made for a drug task foree cop who
nesded @ rig that rode high to be con-
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A FEW PROVEN
HOLSTERS

cealed under a short jacket, This IDPA
approved panceaks style holster fea-
fures TiB-ounce hide, a high reinforced
mouthband (available in various colors
and leathers) for security, a low-cut
front for spead, and front and rear belt
slots and a split tunned I0op for verss-
fility and stability. A full firing grip &
easily provided, and the body guard
provides comfort. The Steadfast is
detail-malded, exquisitely finished,
rides extremely comfortably and is rea-
sanably priced, ta boot!

Bulman Gunleather is the shop of
Joshua Bulman, and he has jeined the
ranks of the very high-end makers. All
of his holsters ane made 1o order one at
a time and are dasigned to secure the
weapon under the maost strenvous cir-
cumstances, yet maleass it amoothly
after clearing halt-inch of resistance.
His "Podice Pocket Pal” is an example
af a apeclalty itam that showecasas his
abilities. Made for the horizontal-
flapftop-loading pocket found on
many uniform jackets, tha PPP is
expressly desipned to hold a backup
gun, A gewn steel rod is incorporated
to act as a secure calch on withdraw-
al, and moat of the shaping ig an the
body side of the holster to minimize
prinfing. Edges on all Bulman holsters
ara burnished, not méraly painted with
acrylic. Buimaen's work is tops, and
cxemplifies the extra touvchaes and
guality that you go to a custom maker
for.

Dillon Precislon has bean putting
Ut @ ling af halsters wnder e name
for a faw years now. Thay ara flawlass
renditions of classic designs at good
prices=—value leaders, indesd, The
“LTD" model is an excellant axample of
the classic wraparound slot and loop
design with a top reinforcing band. I's
well made and comfortable with a 1-
3/4-inch slot and laop. Dillon belts ara
lkewlse solid classical deslgns, with
double thick eowhide, nicely stitched,
availabla in black or brown in 1-1/4 and
1-1/2-inch widths, Solo and dusal mag
pouches with rear leops incorposate a
spring magazine tensioner, a claver
touch that worka quite well. It's easy to
se0 why Dillon has $o many leather
fans.

Gunifightars, Ltd., the training com-
pany founded by training guru Low
Chiodo, now offers leather holsters
made by Flash Point of South Africa.
These holsters are offered only for
GLOCKs at the prasant, and with the
exchange rate at prasant lewvels, theay
are quite a walue. The Gunifighter
model shown is a classic pancake
style, wat molded to the gun. The
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The “K1" from FIST is another innova-
tive halster from Jim Murnak,

datall level is approprlate to a snug
and securg ik, and is will sxecuted.
With double-stitched seams and 1-
afd-inch slots, slight forward cent, and
suede lining, this halster provides a full
grip and secure hald on the helsterad
eldearm. The Gunfighter and its
thumb-break sister model, the “On
Guard,” are malded only on the frant,
with a smooth back side. Low feals that
thiz arangement provides better grip
acquisition and more comfort along
the beit line. At 534, these holsters ane
definitely a best buy. And whila you
check out the Gunfighter halster, take
a lock at the Gunfighters Lid, website,
it offers other accessores from Scuth
Africa and a training schedule.

Galco i5 a large manufacterer thal
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EM'& paru:alm hnlaler' Is made aof thin

and stiff cowhide for less bulk,
with a waterproof finish,

and

unifarmly turns out excellant guality
concaalment gear. Everything they
produce s a top-notch example of a
proven design. The “Royal Guard" is a
flawless rendition of the classic
“Summear Special," an WE rig wilh
rough side owt and dual snap balt
loops. The Roval Guard goes am exira
step and is made of premium Rorse-
hide for super long life and shape
retention, semething to worry about In
a rig that rides ne=t to the skin and
absorbs sweal. A metal band keops
the mouth cpen for reholstaring. Galco
makes both “sport” and “dress” con-



cealment gear, and you can't go wrong
hera.

FIST is mow an established name in
holsters, driven by the insight and
vigion of Jim Mumak, Jim bas joeined

the ranks of Chick Gaylord and John |

Bianchi in the top ranks of holster

designers, In his bess than ten years in
the business he has introduced a

stream of Innovations and designs.

Among other things, he's solved the |

women's holster conundrum  (with
“Lady-Fist" holstars), designed a prac-
tical snap-onfoff pancake halster (the
“Insided Quiside"), and fused the pan-

cake and wraparound styles (the |

“Buperside”). His Kydex line is also
inngvative. Taking the opposite
appreach from makers who toul the
thickness of the Kydex they use as a
virtug, Jim went to a thinner Kydex for
his holstera. His “K-1" Iz my favorite of
the lot, and it ig the closest thing I've

came acrass yot 1o someone Veloro- |
ing a gun to my side. The thin Kydex |

hugs the gun and takes up no room.
The slover serew-on belt slots pull the

whole thing into your body very snug- |

ly. The effect is a holster that simpla
dizappears from all sensation, while
Falding a gun that's always wheare you
want it. Profeasionals are fast disooy-
ering FIST. ]

For more information
contact:

B&J Concealment Gunleather,
Route 1, Box 554, Dept CH,
Hermit, W 25674; 304-383-4807

John Newsome (B&.J Gunleather],
Route 1, Box 1589, Dapt CH,
Wiliamson, W\ 25661

Bulman Gunleather, R0, Box 361,
Dapt CH, Newry, A 16665 814-
B9E-8615;
wiww.bulmangunleather.com

DHlen Precision Products, 800D
East Dillon’s Way, Dept CH,
Scottsdale, AZ 85260; 800-T62-
3845 wwwLdillanprocision.com

FIST, Inc., 35 York St., Dept CH,
Erooklyn, NY 11201; 800-442-3478;
waww list-inc.com

Galco International, 2019 W, Cuail
Avenue, Dept CH, Phoanix, AZ
BE02T; B00-B74-2526;
wrvnw.usgalco.com

Garrify’s Gunleather, RO, Box 125,
Dept CH, Breomal, FA 18008; 610-
BRE-G0a0

Gunfighters, Ltd., 1940 Rue .
Michalle, Dept CH, Chula Yista, CA
891913; 619-482-1786:
wwew.gunfightarsid.com
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