GUN TEST

Three pistolsmiths
work over
Browning’s
sleekest design!

By Rob Garreit

hile the 1911 may newve
been John Browning's
graatest design, 1ha
: Browning Hi-Fower is his
sledkest. The Hi-Power radlates class,
shyle, and alegance unlike any olher
pistol in the world. Years ahead of its
time In both concapt and design, it was
the woekd's first compact high capacity
gmm pisiol, It has graat balance, a thin
glide ard grip that, despite baing wide,
fits st hands well, The HI-Power has
senan servicd with salect units such as
Britain's 545 and our own FBI HRT
Unit. | haws always had affection for
Hi-Powers but seldom caried one, as
the majority of past axamples | have
owned were factory stock The small
glghts and “hard to find™® thumb safaty
causaed them 1o sit in the safe with the
evpception of a range day or Pwo during
the year. :
The concept for this article started
whan | was visiting with Ted Yost at a
SHOT Show gathering in Vegas. Ted
mentionad that Hi-Powers continued
o be very popular and a large part of
his wark, | pramised Tod that whon |
was cawght up, | would contact him
about deing & Hi-Power article. In the
meantimea, | read an excelient book
by Marcus Wynne antitled Mo Cither
Optlan. In the book the antagonist car-
ries @ cuglom Hi-Power worked over
by Karl Sokal frem Chastnut Mountain
Sports in Vermont. The final straw to
get me started was a recent visit to
Clinder & Slide in Fremaont, Mobraska,
Late in the afterncon, | was visiting with
cwener Bill Laughridge and his shop
foraman, Ralph Gutekunst, When Ralph
pulled out a full-blown GBS Hi-Power
for me to drool over, the die was cast.
| sent a request (o Bill, Rad and Ted
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“Yent is mot often that one gals

v fthe chance fo enjoy three -
=" Hi-Ppwars tricked by the bast . =
o _In the business. From left, the

* “Swark of Ted Yost, Karl Sakel

for a workingman's Hi-Power, | was not
looking for presentation grade “gunsafe
Queseng” bal rather & pistol that was
reliable, accurate, and users frigndly, By
goal was to test the best of the three
ghops’ waork while kesping the coat of
the modifications in the range of 31000
to 31500. | encouraged each shop o
include ane o two specialty modifics-
tions that thay falt adhibited the best of
thair work. The pisic] | receved repra-
sents the style and personality quality

af each gunsmilh, Cualily was excep-
tional and all three pisiods impressed
e dozen or 2o shootars who had tha
privilege of handling and shooting these
thres fine pisiols.

Custom Threesome

Ted Yozt forwarded a Balgium
Browming that had his SRT package
of modifications, Karl Sckel's example
was also a Balgium gun with his cata-



loged packaga for a Hi-Fower. Cylinder
& Shide used an FM Hi-Power instesd
of & Browning, Based on my converse-
tions with Bill and Ralph, they decided
on the modifications and options for
the article. The FN Browning Is easlly
recognized by the now placemont of
the seral number an the right slide of
the frams, just cwer the grip instead
of the traditicnal location on the front
strap.

All three shops did a standard reli-

abllity package that congiated of polish-
ing the barral throat and ramp, Uning
the exiractos, and palishing the infermsd
parts where nesded. Wollf springs
wera usad in all three pistols with Yost
instafling a 16.5-pound recall spring,
and Laughridge and Sokol choasing
an 18.5-pound spring. Al theea shops
crownad tha stock barmals with an
11-degres crowm to Improve accuracy.
While Bar-Sto's are an option, all thrae
shaps advised that a factory barral

provided the accuracy needead for a
waorking gun,

The frank and Back SUraps wene
slippled on all three pistals. While the

- effects ara similar, sach stippling styla

has a unique pattern. Sokal trademarks
hiz stippling by ending the pattern in
an arrowhead. | can best describa his
pattern as being like a fine treebark.
“ost appropriately calls his stippling
“sharkskin,” and the appearance and
e are vory sSimilar, The CES slippling

CUSTOM COMBAT HANDGELING 59



HI-POWER
ROUND-UP

i slightly coarser than the sharkskin
and reminds one of soft bristle simitar
o Welorn, GRS and Yool alsa undercul
fhe frame at the base of the tigger
guard to provide a “high grip frant
strap." This modilication improves the
feel in & subtle but significant way.
Yest and Lavghridge included Spegel
cocobolo grips that are both attractive
and fumctional. .

The ald style factory safeties on the
Hi-Power wera small and easily missed
under apeed. All three shops addrassed
this issue in similar styles but differant
procassas, GES is known for their qual-
ity Hi-Fower parts and they Installed a
C&%5 Extendad Combat Safety and C&S
Extended 5Slida Releasa. Baoth Yost and
Sokol started with the factory safely
and bullt [t up to their specifcations, All
three safoelies were comfortable, acces-
sible, and as positive &s any 1911,

Hi-Powers have mever bissn knawn
far having a good trigger. The reason
lies in e geometny. Instead of having a
trigger bar that contacts tha sear, as on
a 1911, the trigger lever rises vertically
and applies upward pressure up on the
frant of the sear lever that's located in
the slide. The back of the sear lever
pushes doswn an the sear, located in
e rear of the frama, dropping the
hammer There are slx individual pomls
of movement in the frigger mechanism.
This design providas a mechanism that
does not add to the already wice body
of the grip. In‘addition, the magazine
salety contributes to an already com-
plax system, All this makes it difficult o
get a really good frigger on a Browning.

Each shop did an oulstanding trigger

" jab on their individual pistals. it should
be noted that the guns from Chestrut
Kountain and G&S bath had a firng
pin saledy system. Sokol perfformed a
tfrigger job utilizing existing paris that
resulted in a clean 5.25-pound break
wath ma noliceatls creep, while retain-
ing the magazine safety. The spur an
the tectory hammer was rounsded and
reshaped to pravent the Browning's
wiell-known hammaer bite.

Cylinder & Slide installed thair
proprestary commander syle ham-
rmir, machined sear and wide trigger.
A detaibed examination of the slide
ravesls a =econd hale where the pivod
paint for the sear bever was moved a
quarter af an inch to the rear. This alone
reduces the trigger pull significanthy and
the pested measured a 4.5-pound rigger
during the tast. Several shooters wene
fond of the wider trigaes. It should e
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One of Yost's signature options i the
24-kt gold insevt i the fromt sight. This is

Both asthatically pleasing and functions).

Ll
::: !II‘|I 'HI| IlI;.Il. L] o
A closoup of Kar Sokels cusfom mads
srfoly. Also note the soid Black, Tow
moeinied Novak rear sight ond the bick of

sharp edges due to the carry baval,

noted that both Sokal and Yast used
CE&S parts on thelr upgraded packages.
The trigger is one place that Yost
added an oplion not found an the
standard SAT package, The stock
Hi-Power trigger has a long take-up
ag will and significant reset travel. Ted
has developed an internal modification
that reduces trigger traved by 50% and
eliminates almost all of the overtravel
after the shat. The result iz 8 Hi-Power
trigger that fesks very close to thal of a
aood 1911, Afler shooting this pis-
tol, this is definitely an option [ would

hammar, seay, trigger, safely and slide
stop will Aig owe parts. £

The C&S5 perfarmed their work on an F
Browning and mounted Movaks sights
choose,

Cylindar & SEde rmounted a bow-pag
fila Mowvak rear sight with white dats
that were apened ug the 0,150 of an
incty wilh a dovetailed front sight that
featurad a Trijicon fritivm ingar. Soke
also chose low mounted Mowvaks,
cpened up te 0,155 of an inch with
a singhe white dot in the front. The
Movaks look very siesk and give both
PISIOls an asrddynamic appearance.
Yosk installed a Heinie SlantFro rear



Yost installed a Helvie rear sight and also
custam made e salaly, AN Hhrad sala-
tras weare positive and withou! the soff
i of 8 slock pistol

i

Note C&S extended baararmT

sight that hed bean openad wp to 0.140
of an inch, The dovetailed front sight
ftunes a 24-karat gold line insart

that is unique to Yost. | found that the
Heinie offered my middie-aged aves

a litthe clogner sight pictuna than the
Movaks.

A working gun generally needs a
working finish. Sokol calls his finish
Mcasritain Tuff, It is a Spray=-0n resin
that's appliad ower parkerizing and then
heat cured. Karl's reasoning for parker-
izing first i5 o provide rest protection in
those “hard to reach" places that can't
be sprayed affectivaly. Mountaln Tuf
does pravide some lubrcation gquali-
ties, but Sokal does not like running his
gurg dry and tends to usa Lube 1 by
Slick 50. C&S finished the plstal with a&n
in=-Nouse Ceramic eoating, micknamed
HES or "hard black stuff.” | found
both to be ataugh finish that resisted
significant wear from both holsters and
gerveral use, Alter some 400 raunds,
finish wear an the slide rals was mini-
mal. W#hile not “prethy,” thesa would be

-my finish of cholce for a hand duty gu,

The Yost Hi-Power fealures an
attractive matta bluing an the frame
and top of the slide. The sides of the
glide were polishad for a gloss blue,
The tactory spur hammer was high cut,
babbed, and fealures polished sides.
While it was the most attractive, the
biuing did show some waar on the
edges from multiple presentations frarm
the new holsters, Yost offers finishing

R - P - S

- AIl thiee shops stippled the front and back stoops. Esch has a siightly diferent and

distinctive pattern. Loft fo right: Cylinder & Slide, Yos! and Chesfout Mowntaln Sparts.

¥,

Y,

MNate tha front strmp shiopling m'ﬂ'rc
pistod. Tha dik finish is 8 spray-on resin
that's heat cived, It proved vary duralle.

cpticns that include hand chrome and
Birdsong's Black-T,

So what are tha real differences?
To quote Kar Sakal, "My Hi-Powear
package i evenyihing you really need
and nothing v don't mesd.” | b
1o agred. Priced at just 3750, Sokal's
package is really a quality bargain. Karl

s,

),
fﬁﬂu

Frofessiony pésiels damand professional lsather Tive of the bost are Buimon and
Sparks. On the fafl is Josh Buwlman's 508 and an the right is Sparks classic S58M.

did splurge and inchuded a pair of black
micarta grips that were thinmer than the
factory grips. It showld also be noted
that sinco the newar Hi-Powers come
with extended =afeties, his custom
safaty was also an option not Included
in hiz standard package. It is a ulilitar-
i package that you can count on

to ba 100% refiable with just enough
featuras to make it practical,

The SAT Package is a resull of Yost
building sevaral pistals for a frignd
wha is in full-time law enforcement in
the Midwast. The customer's call slgn
is SAT and Ted coined the term far
his basic Hi-Power build-up. The SAT
includes saveral custom featuras not
found In many basic packages, Yost
reshapes the top of the slide by ilat-
tening it and then machines 50 linas

Cantinued on page 85
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(Covtinued from page GT)

per inch {Ipi} serrations from the rear
sight to the front sight. This s a nice
custom towch narmally found on mare
expansive pistols. He marks his pisto!
with block lettering on the right side of
the shide, behind the cocking serra-
tions. All this, with the exception of the
trigger modifications, & inchuded in the
standard SHT package for 3545,

The Cylinder & Slide crew rang up
the largest bill Bul with good reason.

It is only natural that they would install
their owin intermal pars & woll as slide
release and safety. They also chaose to
improve the barrel lochup by wslding
Lip i Toob of the bawrel and ré-cul-
ting it. This allows for improved lockup
between the barrel and slide that
improves accuracy and extends the life
of the piatol. The 18.5-pound recaoll also
dladays tho locking time,

The last option that Bill imcluded was
his extended beavertall that s extrenme-
Iy popular, Hi-Pawars ane nodoriows for
hammer bite. This is both & functicnal
and atiragctive additian. Whila labor
intansive, many find it a must for their
cary quns. The work arder for the &S
gun was arcund 2000,

. Holster Options

Yesu can't have three super Hi-
Powers in the vault and not camy them.
| called two old friends, both excep-
tloeal gentlemen, and askod lar a dross
and caswal concealment holster for the
article. Tomy Kamalay, from Milt Sparks,
gent me his classic 55BN holster. The
558M i baged on Bruce Malzon's
classic design thal has became time-
less. For dress wear, | contacted Josh
Bulman for his 302 or Straight Drop
Scabbard. The S0E is wery similar
t the 55BN but features & flap that
extends between the réar of the pistol
and the body. Both holsters were top
quality and befitling these three pistols.
| made use of these rigs during range
seszions and both casual and dress
OOEASIGNS, | can rédammend otk
Bulman and Sparks holstars withowt
any ressnvations. BlackHawk nesds no
intreduclion to the reader, White nok
considarad saxy, | utilized their Omega
VI Assault holster for tactical exercisoes,

Shooting Impressions

How did they shool? First, hay-
ing spent the last several range trips

T
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Al three shops retained the fachony: borrel. Groups from 15 yands warg wall within

accaptable sccuracy with the major imitation belng the suther,

testing compact (453, | had forgotten
how pledsant Hi-Powers weana 10 shool.
To no ana’s surprisa, there wera no
matunctions with amny of the ten or so

" types of ammunition. Thene is one point

that should be noted about Hi-Fowers
and ammunition. | Go el recomimend
shooting any +P or +P+ ammuniticn

in any Hi-Power. Bill Laughrdge s

also adamant abowt this. The shallow
locking lugs, combined with a less than
perfect fit from the factory, sl ot tol-
erate the hol 9mm loads. My personal
preference In defense lopds tends o be
T24-grain standard valosily loads such
as the Speer Gold Cot, Winchester
Ranger and Remington Golden Saber.
If you wank a Hi-Powar that will haredle
the hotter Smm loeds, Cylinder & Slide
can buid you one, based on ti A0
caliber Hi-Power that will handle a djet
of theza kads.

Im all, sach pistal digested approo-
matehy 250 rounds ar =0 with the
majority being Speer 124-grain FMJ
Lenwrnan ammunition. My getting-olid
eves had an easher timea using the white
dot front sights found on the Sokel and
CA&S pistal. 1 like the touch of the gold
bar in e ost pistal and my oroups
with this pistcl improved toward the
end of tha day.

Final Notas

John M. Browning designed the
prototypesa for the Hi-Power but he died
in 1927, FN's Chief of Mew Armanment
Devaelopment, Disudonne Saive, toak
the pratatypes and redesigned them to
bacame what we know now as the P-
35. History shows that the Browning P-
35 Iz the most successiul militany plaiod

ever produced, Even teday, the Hi-
Poweer is the pistol of choice of mary
profesaionals who intentionally go into
harm's way. |t also conlinuas to remain
a standard in the Eurcpean commaunity.
itz populanty after seventy yvears is
erough o maks a father prowd.

| would like to thank Bill Laughrdge,
Karl Sokol and Ted Yost for their
patience and assistance with this
article. The coordination to recalve
threa highly sought-after pistols for a
joint articla is not easy. The gracious-
nass of thege thiea gentlemen is groally
appraciated and not taken lighthy, |

For more information, contact:

Chesinut Mountain Sports, RO,
Box €38, Dept CH, Wost Rutland,
VT 0GTTT; B02-438-5T32; wanw, -
chestnutmountainsports.com

Cylindar & Shda, 245 E. 4th 51,
Dept CH, Fremom, NE BB056; BO0-
44817 13; wwra cylindiar-siida.com

Yast-Bonite Custam LLG, 2118 E.
Gth St Dept CH, Termpa, AZ 852681;
AS0-B04-191 12 wanyost-bonitz.com

ElackHawk Products Group,
4850 Brookskea G, Dapt CH,
Morfolk, WA 23502 B00-504-
B2EL www. plackhawk.com

Bulman Gunleather, PO Box 351,
* Dapt CH, Mewry, PA 16665 B14-6{46-
BE15; woweer bulmangunleather com

Milt Sparks, 605 E. 44th 5L, 82
Cept CH, Baise, |D B3714; 208-
APT-BET T weare.milisparks. com
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