What’s new and
noteworthy in
concealed carry!

By Mike Boyle

hen | first broke into Law
enfarcement, a uniform
complate with a Sam

Browne rig was the order of the day, |
raally didn't give too much thouwght to
concealed camy, althaugh my SEW
MED wias a constant off-duty compan-
ian. Regulations authorized & few
different strong side belt halsters and
I gaot by with an inexpensive pancake,
which served me well for sovoral
WSS,

Fortunatety, the little J-frame was a
fairly aasy gun 1o conceal and | wis
able to remain discrest as long as |
paid attention to the clathing | was
weearing. Afler & fow years on the job,
however, | began to have scme
reservations about the .38 snub and
picked up an M19 Combat Magnum
with a 2-1/2-inch barrel. It was right
about this paint in time whon | began
to give serious thought to holsters
with better concealment qualitics,

Todany, | raredy put on a uniform and
instead wear plainclothes most of the
e, Althaugh casual clothing gves
me a greater latitude in what sort of
aun | can effectively hide, no ang
halster doas it all. Something as
asubtle as the positioning of the bell
laops on your trousers can turn a very
concealable holster inte something
consploucus, What might work very
wizll under a loose fitting shirt or
windbreaker stands out like a sorm
thumb under a suit jacket,

Concealment holsters should be
camioabile, reasonably setuns,
durable, accessible, and allow thea
uszer to return the pistal with a single
hand. Did | mention that they should
alzo help hide the gun? Uniorunaiely,
this gquality is oflen overlooked with
inferior designs.

L

Cwver the last several months, "ve
had the opportunity o chack out a
variety of new designs. The really
aood news i ihat top quality doesn't
always have to cost a king's ransam.
Lit’s take a look,

Bulman Gunleather

Some of today's best contemporary
beather haolsters originate from the
Pennsylvania shop of Josh Bulman.
Bulman Gunleather continues to turm
out superbly crafted versions of
saveral classic styles of concealment

The DeSantis 5.A.5. is a
verticgl shovlder holster In
the traditional style,

halsters, plus a few very notawarthny
ariginals.

First up for consideration i lhe
Bulman TSA. Tha TSA (The Secret
Agent) ks an inside-the-walsthand
dasign reminiscent of the ariginal
Brece Melson Summer Special. The
aurn i angled forward in an FBI canl
and is secured to tha balt by a pair of
loops with snaps. A reinforeed Dand
balaw the mouth keeps the holstar
from collapsing when the gun is
dranwn. Stitched sight rails are stan-
dard on most TSAs cut for autopis-
tals.




Bulman's TSA is a

top quality IWE rig
of elazsie style.

The mew Des.-ar[-; Jackal represents
a good by, Thumbreak and belt

holster variations are available.

The Express Line 5JR from Mitch
Razen iz pet another excellent valuva,

kly sampla TSA was set up for my
izsue GLOCK 32 and has proven both

concealable and comforiable. The

TEA is precisely malded to the shape

of the gun and is available in a variely Mitch Rosen’s Shimline
of colors, USD harbrors author's
Tha FES (Full Belt Slide) is another GLOCK 31. Tha USD Iz

classic design that will appeal o even
the most discriminating consumer,
Althouwgh Bulman's literaturs
describes the FBS as a pancake
design, one should not confuse it with
the mass-produced, ill-fitling scab-
bards that wear this label.

The sample | received for evalua-
tion was finished in a rich chocolate
brown and security is ensurad by
precizaly malding the FBS to a
paricular gun, An FEI butt-forwand
cant is utilized to maximize conceal-
mant qualities.

I mated the FBS o my GLOCK 22
and this combo can be discreatly
hidden under a looze shirt, vest or

truly the Cadifac of
IWE holsters.

KPR

jacket, Available for mast pistols and

rivadvars, the Bulman FBS comos Leather Goods Company has startad

highly recommended. turning out concealment holsters
crafted of Kydex, a nearly indestruc-
DeSantis tible material. While several firms have

been turning cut Kydex hoelsters for
years, the DeSantis rigs are 100%
machine made. The end result is a
hodster that will retail for about half of

Gene DeSantis has long offered a
quality product at a reasonable price,
Recantly, the DeSantis Holster &

wial the competition sells one far,
with absolutely no compromise in
cquality.

For this raview. | obtained two
samples of the new DeSantis paddle
halster, Dubbed he Jackal, those new
rigs wore parfectly formed to tha
shape of the pistol and proved very
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