By Bob Arganbright

in holster materials such as horse-

hide, sharkskin, soll padded nylon
thal maolds like keather and Kydex rigid
ihermal molded holsters. However, as
wa're well inlo the MiBennium most hel-
stors ane shill produced from vegelatle-
fanngd cowhide In this HANDGUMN
HIDE we'll examine twa high ride hip hol-
siers and a crossdraw holster mede from
o hiche,

I n tha 18805 we saw many advances

Galco COP

First up, a new pancake thal's womn
an the hip high ride, strong side, Galeo
calls it their “COP Threa Slot Belt
Haolster,” and this warsatile rig has two
balt slois in the leading edge and one in
the tralling edos, For besi concealment
it's wioan with the belt threaded through
i fop leading adge slof, which places
the hotatar im an FBI angle, with gun baatt
tipped forward. This eases the drawing
mahcn whan B holstongd {un 5 worn
avier the hip pocket, When less conceal-
meni is acceplable, the belt is plaged
threugh the boltom leading edge slot,
which positions the holster vartically,
wilhi o angle. 1 may than be wom on
gither the point of tha strong sida hip or
as & crossdraw. The holster pocket on
our test model was detail molded For 4
GLOCK and was trimmsed at the lop to
prasant a full shocting grip with first kand
contact, Securlty = provided by a fhumb-
baeak safely strap and by an adustabla
tension dovice pliced at the base of the

SPYDERCO's JD SMITH

well-known member of the

Knifemakers’ Guild, JD Smih has
eamed o repulation lon producing lop
quality caestom knives, many of them
foddars. Out of & collakoration witk
Spyderco comes their new J0 Smilk
CEEEM folding kackback. Features
include a 3.25-inch YG-10 stainless
sieal clip-point blads that's availakls
with eilrer plain or semated
Spyderedge, Dne-hand opaning to an
overall length of 8.63 inches is easy
wilhe & losw-prodile thumbhele, & single

Spyderca JD SMITH falding lockback
is ome of the best of the breed.

handle liner, an the righl side, Keeps
weight b2 a minimum at three ounces.
The handle scales are of black Micarta
wilh wihal Spydercs descrbes asa

satin-luster fimish. The handle is
ergonomically shaped with a prominent
finger groove, The keading edge of this
fingger grodwe provides a findger guand
for axira cutting control. As pravioushy
menticned, this is & lockback desion,
with & sledd spring barcing the keking
bar securaly into the locked posilion,
prawanting tha blade from ascidentally
chosing while being wsed. The pockat
ctip places the knle very low in a polnt-
dawn pesition in tha packel, Thisis
another excallant custom knifemaker
collebaration batwaan J.0. Smnh and
Spyderco,
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friggper quard. The frant lip i cul low, 1o
the rear edge of the gun's ejection port,
o spead the driaw. The COP 5 available
in plain black cowhide anly, with the
edges neathy finished. While this is an
excellant high ride concealment halsier
for the civilian, it will also make an excal-
fer duly haolster for the plainclothes
detective. For the police market, a
matching magazine and handzul poech
is available.

Kirkpatrick TSS

Kirkpairick Leather Company has
bean making holsters for approsimately
30 years, While they are best keown lor
thair Westam rigs and produca a full lina
of gunbelts and halsters for the Cowbay
Aclion Shooter, ligy 150 prodhecs Savar
al holsters lor concealed carry. | hawve
recently been using their Model TSS
“Texas Strong Side” hip holster for my
Wilson Colt Gov't Modeal, This opan lop
strang side hip holster fully encloseas the
irigger guard for salety and has a rein.
forced top lip for easy one-handed hol-
stering. A unnel belt loop places the hol-
sler high on the Rp wilh an FBEI ke o
aase the drawing motion, with a rear
edge belt slof to snug the gun butl in
afamsl the body (o Belber concaalingnl.
The top quality cowhide holster shows
neat hand molding, including & iront
gight channgl that prevents sight drag.
Though  the frigger guard @5  fully
anclosed, the gun butt is readily accessi-
bl for a full shoating grip with first hand
conlact, Al edhges are neally linished
and double stibkched for long wear. The
TSS s available with matching belt and
open top double megazine pouch, and
oy sample was inished inan altractive
light 1am colar.

Bulman Crossdraw

| have recently baan using & notewor-
thy crossdraw holster from & new

Kirkpatrick’s high ride hip holster
i jolned with balt and mag poush,

source, Bulman Gunleathar. This top
qgrade cowhdde holster is fully lined and
his & sight channel formed by twin rails
1o prevent drag and protect the pouch
from sharp edged farget sighis. The
apen leg pouch ully encloses the rigger
fuard, praventing pramalura aceass,
Extensive hand molding ensures a per-
fect fit for our M1911 Gov't Model, A rect-
angular piece of cowhide securaly
slitched 1o the back side of the holstar
provides an unusual belt oo, where the
redr edge of this picee of leather s
slitched down, with a slol providing entry
for the belt to & lwunnel belt loop. Such a
design provides a vary sacure bell loop,
and s placement raises thea pisiol highar
than most crossdraws. The tralling edga
af the hodster has a belt slot, which offers
addifional security in the mounling Sys-
tem and padls the gun butt in against the
weaarers body lor conccalment, The lop
of ke apars lop pouch is bimmed 1o allow
a complate shooling grip with first hand
contact—an mmponant feature in a prac-
tical holster, This Bulman Gunlcathes
halster was finished in a dark rad-brovwn
cobor, and all edges have boen neatly fin-
s, L]

For more information
contact:

Galeo International, 2019 W, Cuail
v, Depd, GH, Pisoenix, A2 85027,
BO0-ET4-2526; wenw.usgakco. com

Kirkpatrick Leather, PO, Box 677,
Duzpt, TH, Langdo, TX T2, 956-
TE3-6893; wwe kirkpairickizathar.com

Bulman Gunleather, PO Box 361,
Depi CH, Newry, PA 16685; 814-
GaG-6615

Spyderco, P.O. Box 800, Dept. CH,
Golden, CO 8040:2; 800-525-7770;
v, Spyderco.com
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The best modem drills, tactics and Siat--
agpes from poicing, tho nﬂ'irnr!.r.' 'i'.|'|;:l.rln-'.|.r" '
ats and the wsstne cilizanry.n hoand-s-
hand, and handws-knifiaand.gin.Sghting
in all rangas of reafity standing, knesing ©
and giound combad] Plus, @al wedld:

Chsating and iy suirvival leks. Hank -
requirgrmends fram begmnes b Black | Eﬂl.-
availablc, All tmught by police, miliny ahd
marial vei W, Hpck Hochhoim, wpd, |
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(. Bubscription to Cloge ¢
Quarter Combal Magﬂzma.' ihia
. SFC T-Shirt (blue/goid |ngu .
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