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Yesterday's
legends are born
again—and again!

By Rob Garretft

T ha phrase "“What's old is new
Egam' has never bBesn mons rue
when il comes 1o holsters. | hava
lang bBesn a sludent of holsters and had
the privilega 10 meet and inlerview Ghic
Gaylord shorly before his  death,
Gaylord is considerad to be the father of
modarn soncaalment holstars with many
of his designa livimg on foday. From his
shop, located al 312 Wast 47th Street in
Meww York Gity, he fillad orders that came
from hieads of state, members of the mil-
itary and intelligence community down 1o
the Igcal Bead cop. His influence is sitill
apparant in many of today's holstens, He
also authored the book, Handgunners
Guide, in 1980, Chapters covered such
topics as the combat mindset, terminal
ballistics, caliber and halsior seleclion,
Its & book that was vears ahead of its
L,

Gaylord was not alone, Soveniroees
was anather Mew York shop that had lefi
an impgct on the leathar indusing. Run by
Paris Theodore, Seventress calensd to
some of the same clients as Gaylord and
alzo Flled contracts to both WS, agen-
cies and foreign gowvemments, In addi-
tion to holsters, Sevenirees had a back
room  operalion  that was called
Armament Systemz & Proceduros,
which became legendary for thewr pro-
duction of the ASP pistsl, a highly modi-
fied Srailh & Wesson Model 39, When
Seventrees & ASP closed heir doors,
e businesses went their separate
ways, Renowned holster maker Ken Mull
purchased the rights to Seventrees and
opened Seventress Syslems Ltd. in
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Gaylord and Sevanirees set the standard for modern concealment holsters.
Two early Seventrees paddle holsters reflect the design of the day. Note the cut
of the 1911 holster (right) is similar to many of the current halsters,



& trio of Alessi DOJ scabbards. From
left to right, a standard DOJ for a
GLOCK 26, a Heinie D:OJ for a 1911,
and a 00 for a Kahr K-G.

Hanower, P&, where he flled Theodong™s
back arders and continued to produce
the Sevenirees line of holsters under s
o mame of K. L. Null Holsters Lid.,

Ken Null

Having owned and used Null's leather
ower the years, | have & rial appaeciation
far bath the history and the quality of his
wark, 'While working & beat in the early
eighties, | imvested in a Mull ANE, an
ankle rig for my Chiefs Special. | had
been unhappy with ansther brand atter
the thumb-break snap failed during a
struggbe with & suspect. | felt something
strike mae i the ool and lookad dovwn 10
sae my mckeled Model 38 sliding across
the asphalt! This was not a good sign!
Mull's was e first ankle holster | had
worn which wlilized the cylindsr recess
and tension fo retain the revahar, During
iFva iz 10-plus years, | camied the ANK
on a daily basis, both on- and off-duty,
and had more than my share of oot per-
suits and fights. [t never failed ma. | also
found that the dens el backing was far

IT’s TougH To CoNCEAL

mooeL OFO2/0703
SEL F SECLRNG HOLSTER FYSTEM
With o $naps of straps, these may be
the world's easiest-to-use cancealment
haolsters. Just push down on your weapan
to securedy lock it

HOLSTER SYSTEW
For supark camfort, this revolutionary
system combines light weight and
bottom-up support to keep it from
slipping down your ankle,

The only thing we can't conceal is the quality. For complete information
on our ¢ntire line of concealment products, visit www.safariland.com,

COMbLCh your local Safariland Dealer or Safariland’s Customer Service
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INNOVATION. NOT IMITATIONN.

3120 L Mhisspon Bovn, » Osmansn, CA 91761 USA
Q9257 M0 « FAX Q0r9-923- 7400 « B00-347- 1200 [USA oxrl
wivvwesalariland,coem - wawawarmorheddinogs.com

OuALITY LIKE THIS.

MOopEL 25
INSIDE=-THE=-POCKET HOLSTER

This all-new holster stays cpsen S0 your
handgun holsters itself when you simply
drisp your weapon into it. Handgun shape
i% undetectable through pants.

MODEL IS
COATOLR HOLSTER
With a low-cut front, it remains close
to the bady when the snap is fastened.,
When the snap |s released, it pivots
away fram the body for an easy draw.

7

F ¥ ARMOR HOLDINGS, INC.
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. LILL THE
BEST IN ITS
CLASS....

When Chris Feeve made his first
one pisce knife over 15 years ago, it
wias acknowledged as one of the
best survival knives available. The
basic design has not changed much
although the method of making the
knives has been improved (and con-
tnues o be im'pn_'ul.-'u:d]. The range
mow consists of 10 blade shapes in
four different blade lengths...... and
they are still acknowledged as the
best of their kind.

Shadow IV
(5.5 imch blade)

_:: Send for nur
& brachaee (52
: bo see the full
range as well
as nar folding
knife, the
Seheonza.

Chris Reeve Knives
11624 W. President Dr. #B
Boise, I B3713
Tel: 208-375-0367
Fax: 208-375-0368
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CLASSIC CUSTOM
LEATHER

(Continued from page 47)

cooler and mone combortabile than the
traditional fleece backing uted by many
rvanutaciurers of the day. | stll have the
AME and il's a5 seniceable ioday as the
first day | put it an.

In 1990, Ken gaot tirad of the cold
weather and moved o my home siate of
Georgia. To have Mull and his history as
a neighlor has been & great expanence,
When | wisiled hirn, we stayed up into tho
gary marning discussing holster history
and expariences. He has always bean a
one-rman shop, While he has never
taken on an apprentica. his work has
had a major influence on others who

hawve anfared the business. Mull contin-
ues o work to meet the neads of the dis-
erminating prolessional willh & variety of
premium concealment rigs, Indeed, Mull
holstars are the choice of profassionals
and remain “unsean in the best places,”

Bruce MNelson/Milt Sparks

Another custom maker who had a
lasting influence on modarn holster
designs was Bruce Malzon. Melson was
a Calilornia law enforcement oflicer whio
gat into the halster business bacause ha
couldn't find anything that met his needs.
One of hig maost Lasting designs is his #1
Professional. It inconporated a flared
edge at the rear of the holster wiich,
combaned with e tunne loop, pulled the
butt of the weapon clesa to the body for
enchanced concealmeant of large frame

For the purist, it doesn'l come any betler than this set of holsters from Sparks.

The 55BN {(left) is a modified version of Bruce Nelson's classle #1 Professional.
The 1AT (right) a favorite during the early years of practical pistol compelition,

._.If'

Mo other shoulder holster has generated more interest than Galco's Miami

Classle. Shown with a GLOCK 17, the Miami Classic suspends the pistel and
magazines from a harness which distributes waight and enhances comfort.



auloloaders. Cemand far the
Profassional exceaded Nalson's produs-
tisn capability and he licensed Bl
Sparks 1o produce it as the S5BM, BN
standing for Bruce Melson. Sparks
always gave design credit o Melson in
the catalog and the twie remained friends
until Bruce's untimehy desalk,

The #1 Professional/5S5BM = quila
possibly e mos! copied conceaiment
hotster of the past 30 years, Whoever
said hal imiation is the sincerast form of
flatbery must have had thi S5BM in mind.
Meardy overy major holster maker, as
well as most cuslom shops manuiaciure
their own varsion, It is frequenily referred
b as an Askins design although, as Far
as= | can determine, Charles Askins was
not involved inthe design ar produclion,
Today, Tony Kanaley carries on the fine
work and tradifion stared by Sparks.

Im proparation for this arfiche, |
requested a 53BN for a 1817
Governmeni Modal. | hawve nevers ganad
& Nelson Ag bl felt it was anly proper o
hawve the clesest (hing 1o the original for
this adicle. *Often imitaled but never
dupticated” comes to mind when | com-
pare the Sparks SSBM o other similar
rigs. While the extermal lings may be
similar, fhare are distinct teaturas of the
onginal that set it apart. The firsl item of
nale i the refnforced mouth of the hol-
ster. Most other manufacturers sew an
additional strip of leather b stifen the
moulin of the hotster and provide the
appearance of the Sparks design. The
trpe purpose of the leathar is o Secure 4
" shaped metal band in place that will
prevent 1the holster from collapsing
under almost any condition. This was an
addition made by Mill and not a feature
o the orginal  #1  Prodessional.
Ramembier, form follows function. The
second iterm | noted was the S2Wwn-in
leather sight rails that protect the fromd
gight and allow for a clean presentation.
| mow wear the 558N as clten as possi-
ble. Whean combingd with the Sparks
1.75-inch belt, a Tull-gize 1911 = com-
Fartable for those long 18-hour days.

A second rig | requested for pure nos-
talgea was the 1AT. This is a slighily mod-
ilied wersion ol lhe anginal Gold Laksel
that was intreduced around 1971 and
wias a Tavonie of Jefl Coopar, Tha 1AT i5
a durable rig that was a favoste for daily
carry as well a5 tactical competition. 1
features a sewn-in sight rail and was ong
of the first rigs to leature an adjustable
tension well. The flared edges on the
bell ksop ensunes that the rig will namain
secure and stable oven under the most
exireme condifions. While nod as oon-
cealable as the 558N, the 1AT can be
warn under vests and jackels with liltle
trauble, Just putting the 1AT on lends (o
carry me back o the golden days of yes-
tervear. The 1AT is wery labor intensive
and is not currently listed in tho Sparks’
calalog. Kanaley advises that it will
remain availabla on a Emited basis. For

ittakes more than just
titanium & steel...

Crnphin: sk Blods Dinigpr®

‘o make the
_, perfect knife.

PRAB 227 Phione:
| 7144 Praten Rel. 97y 2-380-4304
Swite 123 Feux: l
Dallas, TH 75248-1 731 BF2-39R-8751
ELISHEWITZI
cusiam Knives www,eliihawirzhntwﬂa.cam

FARRAR GRIPS

Beretta’s CHOICE in Rubber should be YOUR CHOICE too!

"
Mty gl abids flor o
Tulisian B2'E0 & ames

For Beretta Model S000/8040 Cougar and 92/96 Autos
Grips, Finger Grooves and Magazine Bumpers Sold Separately
i wsn|

FARRAR TOOL COMPANY, INC.
12150 Bloomficld Ave. #E « Santa Fe Springs, CA 20670
Phone: (562) 863-4367 » Fax: (562) 863-5123
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A Safer Method of Carrying
Cocked & Locked!

Retain gll the advantages of a singke ackon &
add three new safieties with the SFS Rit.
= Fits Browning (2311 avalable January 20004 -

EF5 Dperation:
Irssert magazing ;
and rack shde -

Firgam is réady 10 fra
Push hammer forward which:

Locks the shie

Locks the sear

Habkds hammer in forwaed posifion
T i, push @mbedexirous salely cown-
fhis uniocks The 3 2alhes and codks The
hammer making fireamm instantly ready fo fire

5FS Key Benefits
* Flrearm sale & ready with round in chamber

+ ] atelies activaled deactivaled with on2
operalion

* Bimple o use

* kmbidexiroms

# Fag! Reaclion Time

* Same irioger pull every lime

* Lwer hammer profils - easier & fzsler fraws
¢ [ngreased stahility due bo back-lash slop

CLASSIC CUSTOM
LEATHER

Torture tested using
10,000 rounds of
Winchester Ball Ammo
with no malfunctions!

$169.95 Retail + 54 50 S&H
Exclusive .S, Distributor

Call for whelesale pricing
wvww.cylinder-slide.com

CYLINDER & SLIDE, INC.
P.0. Box 937CH
Framont, NE 68026
Ph: 402-721-4277 » Fax: 402-721-0263
TO ORDER: 1-800-448-1713
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Milt Sparks Holsters, *Baing secand Bes
is nol an ophon!™

Lou Alessi

One cuslom shop whose name 5
known and respectod is Lou Aliss, Like
Eparks, Alessi had a personal and pro-
lessional relationship with Bruce Nelson,
In the early eighties, the California
Departmant of Justica placed an order
wilh Melsen tor 400 holstars, which ware
slighthy modilied S5ENS. Nelson conlact-
ed Alessi and asked il b could Wl e
ordar and the Alessi DOJ was born.
Today, Alessi continues to produce the
DOu and, as with Sparks, givos desegn
credit 1o Melson. Alassi has continued b
run & small shop and he hand-fits avary
holster that leawes the shop. These
days, whan | camy a 1911 undér drgss
claths, my holster of choice is the DO I
the DOJ was the second generalion ol
55BN, then the Haine DO is the third,
Thiz wersion ia2 manufaciuoned by Alessi
undar an eclusive agresmeant with cus-
tom pistolsmith Richdard Hoinie, The
leading edge of the holstar has bean cul
down 1o ald In the presentation of full
siza pistols such as the 1911, Recently,
AlessifHeinie has inbreduced a DOJ wilh
& thumb-break to meat the raguirement
of the FBI, This halsler is now approved
for use by FBI SWAT operabons who ange
Isgued a custom Springfield 1911,

Alessi alko makes an ankle kg very
similar 1o Mull's AMEK, The pistod 1 live
wilh the most is a GLOCK 26 that has

Eihi ngklngﬁ.ueer {left) and X-
15 shoulder holsler became synony-
mous with their nama,

been canmed on a daily Dagis or over Si
years in an Alessi ankla rg. Like Mull's
AME, the dosign and function of the hal-
ster provides (he proper retenbon with-
out relying on thumb-braaks or siraps.
Even aftar this extensive use, a litle boot
palish and the rig keoks ke new. Alessi
fills orders ranging from single mgs for
custom pstals to multiple rgs for organi-
zafions within the U.S, governnment as
well as foreign organizadions. The Tact
that his rigs hawe been to Bosnia,
Somalia, Bedin, and other pors of call
gpeaks of the raspact ha's eanmded, While
Alessi does not have a catalog or a web
site, he has a loyal fellowing and contin-
ves 1o produce superb holsters for pro-

Josh Bulman THR is ideal for compact autas. The double belt slots anchor the

------- =LTy= et e

holster to gunbelt. His TRH and mag pouch are trimmed in black sharkskin.



fessionals tho work] ower

If the 55BM is tha most copied design,
then the Yaqui slide is a close sacond.
The Yaogui Slide was the original belt shide
thiat was popularized by Jaff Cooper dur-
ing the sixliss and seventies. whean “the
American Shoober” prolied Cooper cardi-
er fhis year, he was waarng a Yaqui
Slide during the taping. Acconding to Tony
Kanabey, the onginal ¥.5. was dosigned
by Eduangs Chahin, an El Salvadorian,
who had fies to Jeff Coocper. Through
Cooper, Milt Sparks worked out an
agreament with Ghahin o peoduce the
holster for the domeslic market. The
actual name Yagui Shide was coinged by
Cooper and firsl used by Sparks, The
orginal ¥.5. was itbed and constructed to
make it resistant for heaving the pistol
enalched from the rear. it also leatured &
cutaut in the back flap 1o allew e rig to
slraddle a ba#l loop for proper placament
and additional stability.

Galco International/Bianchi

The Yagui Slide iz a lime-proven
design that remains exiremely popular
wilh marny shoociars. This is evident by
the number of holster makers who sl
offer it as & catalog ilem. While nof a
“custom shop,” Gako International pro-
duces some of the finest hamd-honed
production leather avaiable today. Their
guality and alention 13 detail rivals many
hand-made holsters. They heve taken
the Yaqui Slide and revised the desigen to
include iwo lension Screws on the rear of
liwes hidster. This allows the user to edjust
the ratention lavel for the individual pistol
and as the holsber bacomes broken in.
Galco's Yaqui Slide version carries on
the tradition by offering custom quality,
inal's avadable at atftardable paces,

¥While | have mentioned sewvaral clas-
sic belt igs, | am aware that the shouider
hilslens rgmdain popular in many areas of
the country. Two of the classics are tha
Bianchi ¥-15 and Galco's Mizmi Classic,
The X-15 follows the tradiignal shoulkdor
hedgtor dosign and camies the pistol in a
verlical, muzzle-down position. A U-
shaped spring, supplemented by a sale-
by sirap, provides retenlion for (he
weapan, A wide leathar hamess sup-
porls the holster wndar the arm while &n
elastic strap crogses the back and loops
argund the opposile anm. The X-15
found favor with many military opera-
tives during Vietnam as well as estab-
lizhing a repuiation with the ey enborog.
ment community, In my assortmant of
lgathar, | have a medium X-15 that dates
back to the late sewenties. 1 tound it
espacially usaful whan dear hunting in
south Gadrgia. The X-15 continues to be
produced by Bianchi and provides bath
cordort and securily for thase negding a
traditonal shouldar rig.

Perhaps no other shouldar holster has
raceived more publicity than the Miami
Clagsie. First produced by Jackass

Picky. Picky.

Picky

B When it comas

to guns and ammo, the Gunsite
Academy is downright picky.

30 when the Academy created a
commemorative .45 to honor its legendary
founder Col, Jeff Cooper, it wanted anly the fingst
ammunition o test fire each pistel. And only Pro

.dl.'"-.;:' I
g

Load ammunition met Gunsite's demanding
requirements for consistency, reliability, and
ACCUrACY.

We're proud to be the ammo of choice for one of the most demanding customers in
Armerica. And we know that like Gunsite, you're picky about the ammo you use.

We'd like to show you how our quality ammunition can improve your shooting.
Just ask your dealer today for Pro Load, or writs us for a catalog, Etlea!er inquires

are welcome,
PRO LOAD Ammunition

www.PROLOAD.com 800-729-6978
2180 E. Seltice Way, Post Falls, Idaho 83853

SEE THE GRIPS YOU WANT AT
www.pickagrip.com

BIL; . i
WILD, SILLy
= LT~
T
A . ¢
“oncealment Holste’

Get a premium leather, hand-
boned Belt Slide holster, double
thick 1% inch gun belt with solid
brass buckle, and a single standard
magazing carnar-$100! (+510 s&h).
Availlable far most current manufac-
fure pistels, including all H&K, Sig-
Sauer, and Glock, as weall as others
in your choice of black, brown, tan,
or mahogany finish,

Get a copy of our full coler catalog N
for 32, or visil us on tha nat at
wwrw wildbillsconcealment.com

upn exceptional !.rame:;

L1
tough to bea T
Hidden In Plain Sight, 2nd Editian

Add A
PO Box. 1941 » Garner, NC 27529

919-779-9582
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Lealber which later became Galeo, the
rig was made famous by Don Johnsaon in
hig role as Sonny Crocket in the “Wiami
Vica™ lelevision show. Weak afler waak,
Crocket chased a wariety of dopars
throwgh the South Flordas stresls and
SwWamps using his Bren Ten and e a
E&W 645, Galco could not have asked
for & betler ad campaign, The Miami
Classic carrias the pistol m a horzontal
positicn that is mounted to & figure-sight
harmess, A& double magazine pouch on
tha opposite side balances the rg and
makes it one of the most comiorable
shoulder rnigs available loday, This
design allows for extended carry of avan
full-asize autos in relative comfod and
concealment, During e lake sovenbes
and early sighiias, | carried a slighthy
madified Colt LW Commander in an orig-
inal Jackass rig while ol-duly and on
special details, and found it was a per-
lect combinalion

Bulman

A ngsl Cuskom maker who caught my
atlantion was Josh Bulman, of Bulman
Gunleather. The opening page of
Bulrman's sil¢ shows an ASP Smm in an
I'WEB holsler. i seams he is an ASP col-
lector and is interested in the history of
s cuslom pestal, In looking at his on-
lina catalog, | also noticed that he gives
credit 1o Bruce Melson's S5BM design
when describing the Straight Crop
Secabbard (S85). Bulman sent me a
matching halstor and mag powch mads
from premium cowhide and frimmed in
black sharkskin. The results are siun-
ning.

The holsler is his THR high ride. ltis a
pancake siyle, opem-top rig that is
designed 10 ride somowhal higher than
normal bell scabbards. Due to this fea-
ture, it's a specality rig that's nol swiled
tar full-siza aulos such as tha 1911 Gow't
hodal but is ideal for the GLOCK 28,
Calt Officers Model and the Kahr serhios
of pistols, The muzzle of the weapon
rides lass than 1.75 inches below the
boell and enables one o conceal his
weapon using a mid-ength jacket or
swealer, The top thind of the holster is
trimrmed in black sharkskin and the
artirg ng is detail moldad 1o the pisiol.
While the presentalion requires a higher
draw siroke, the THR provides a higher
lavel af concealment not found in lower
riding holstaers.

Accompanying lhe holster was a
miatchimg pouch for & single G26 maga-
zing and a SureFire 6P fashlighl. The
powch also featwss sharkskin trim on
the top third. Unlike some, Bulman's
mag pouch tor the G2E does ned swallow
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The Null ANK, shown here with 2 S&W
Chiels Special, was carried for close
to ten years on a daily basis and is
ctill more thean serviceable. The
GLOCK 26 rig is from Lou Alessi.
Both utilize a backing of dense felt
which Is cool and comiortable.

tha abbrevialed magazine. The maga-
Zine sils at a forward bt that allows for a
langir Spaid: Batweaan (ha magazing and
light. The belt loops have “Pull The Dot®
snaps on the bodbom (o allow the pouch
o be mounied or removad without hav-
img 1o take the pants belt off.

The Liban Gun Bell compledaes the
set. It's cul in a curvad patbern to fit the
body. The LIGB-5 is made from two lay-
ers ol cowhide with a molded and
shaped polymar lining that provides both
suppor &nd durability. Unlike some gun
Bells, he UGE-S is indistinguishable
from a dress belt. This is dus in part to
the small, close stitching and the thin-
nixss af the layers. Bulman tims the end
of the belt and the kesper loop in black
sharkskin 1o complarment the frim on the
halster and mag pouch,

Galco has long been known for improving on classic designs. Thelr version af the
Yaqui Shide features two tension Screws at the rear of the holster,

Final Notes

Tha shooler wha is kooking for quality
leathes has naver had morg choicas than
today. From one-man custom shops to
larger semi-custom manudacturers, Thene
i5 something available for avaryona, It
daoas make me fesl good to know that
the history and tradalion of the fties and
sinlias i baing kept alive today. One of
the great things abouwt technology |s the
wWebh's abiliy 1o make infermalion avail-
able at our dask. Take time 12 nole the
web sites for these companies and pay
Ehierm & wvigid. Thi mded lirme you ané in the
rmarket for a quality holster, consider one
of thesge. -

For additional infarma-
tion contact:

Alezg] Holglers, 2465 Niazgara Falls
Elwd., Dwept CH Amherst, NY 14228;
T16-6491-5615

Bianchi Intermational, 100 Gake
Cortez, Dept CH, Temecula, CA
L2950, 909-676-5621
werw bianchi-intl.com

Bulman Gun Leather, 0, Box
361, Dept GH, MNewry, PA 16665;
B14-686-8615

wwnw bulmangunleather, com

Galco International, 2019 Cuail
Avenue, Dept OH, Phoonix, AZ
BE02T, 800-A74-2526
wnwuagalco.com

K. L. Null Holsters, Ltd., 161
Schoal Siraet M.W., Dept CH, Hill
City Station, Resaca, GA 30735,
FE-625-5643

wwew kinulliolsiers.com

Milt Sparks Holsters, Ing,, 605
East 44th #2, Dept CH, Boise. 1D
B3TH4; 208-377-5577
wivewn il sparks. com
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