[ GUN/HOLSTER TEST|

SHOOTING
RUGER'S

Carryable, concealable, shootable —

the sweet shootin’ GP-100 and SP101!

By Rich Grassi

‘we been a fan of tha Ruger DA
renohiers Trom the second one |
ownad, The first ons was regged,
all the way down to its too-heawy
trigger pull. | guickly realized | couldn't -
hit & bull En the ass with such a g,
The lip | had to take from others on my
smallish police agency, who had “better
guns” al=o got the best of mea.

I rturmad to the Security Six after
frving e action o & nes Gne a year or
so later. Still a rugged gun but mow tha
S5 had a trigoger thet rivaled competing
makes. | had a pair, a 6-inch and 4-inch
heavy bamel. Both shot well and were
tough as the ammo they consumead.

A, 2. 75-inch Spead Six, assonlially the
Security St with fixed sights, followed
and utimatehy staved with me,

Sinca then, the Speed Six and
Securty Six seres dropped from pro-
ductian. Along wilth the advent of the
Ruger Redhawk and SP-101, and then
wiee gt the GR-100.

The GP cama along semewhens
alomg the mid-1980s, but | didn™ get
irvedved in it wntil recently. When | did,
it also became abvicus it was a kesper,

GP-100 Details

The ariginal .357 Magnum came
aut in 1935 Trom Smith & Wesson.
Lpon after its initial appearancs, it was
issued with a 3.5-inch barrel. This was
the shortest barmal lenglh possible with-
aut Interfering with the ejacior rod lug
uncder the bamel,

Four-inch magnums showed up
same years later and that bamed lemgth
became an indusiry standard, When
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Availalile for beth Rugers, the Galco
Motropalitan is a purse and holstar

shorter guns became popularn, he
industry dropped back to sub-3-inch
guns, the 2.75-inch Speed 3ix and 2.5-
inch M18/86 Combal Magsums Baing
representative of the breed.

As far as I'm cancarmed, for he apti-
mmwm 357 Magnum ravolver, we need
A service sice frame (or nearly soj and

cylinder headed up with a 3-inch barrel.

Tha FBI agreed. Soma 3=-inch Model
185 existed in the 1960s, according to
Shester Skelton. They ended up wilh
the Model 13, a fixed sight 357, with
& 3-inch barrel boafore goang to autos.
Thi= Is glso & gun I'm fond af,

I came to prefer fiwed sights on ser-
vice and backup revolvers, Fixed sights
won't b= "knocked cut of akgnment”
withaul knocking the barrel or frama
cut of whack. If that happsns, theane

are more problems than simpdhy sight-
ing. They won't be knocked off either.
They are truly rough-duty sights. When
you're in the gunfight. that's what youw
ri.

In & fight over thi: gun, the greater
the leverage a bad guy has, the graater
the chance of a successiul disarming
assault. | don’t need thal. My barrel
preference is short.

In fact, the 3-inch bamel an the ser-
vice gize revolver is about perfect. The
2-inch snub = even better in the gun
grab prevention area but it is too easy
to make a sighting error ak any distance
pasl 15 yards (yves, it does happen that
far cut, not often, But Murphy is pres-
ent). The 3-inch tube gives us the Bost



E: £ Left, Ruger SP10T and, right,
¥ RGP 100 are

compromiss of accuracy, powern, Son-
cealability and retention characieristics,

My Auger GP-100 has a 3-inch partly
lugged barral. It is fabricated of stain-
less steel and welghs about 35 ouncas
urfoaded. Like aarlier Ruger revalvers,
the GP has a frame-mounted firing pin
and transfer bar safaty. The trigger has
o b pressed to pash the transfer bar
into alignment, allowing the sirike of the
hammer 1o be transmitted to the firing
pin.

The hammer spring i% & coil Spring.
The trigger group is mounted inta the
triggerguard unit. The cylinder releasa
is a push button on the left side of the
receiver. The cylinder locks in 1he rear
and lorward, on the crana. Thare is no

real grip frame, but a stud that cantaing
the mainspring unit. The stocks are
made of recail-absortxing rubber with
ragawond insants.

SP101 Details

Tha: Ruger SP101 s a heavily built
snubnose small-framed revoher. The
sampiae, a 2.25-inch 357 Magmum,
datiblg-action-only with spurless ham-
mer, is 8 personally cwned firearm pur-
chased in the faw years after thea line's
infroduction in the earhy 1950,

Weighing in at around 25 ounces,
thiz staintess steal powarhouse is a
lithle hefty for a beclup gun, which was
its rale bafone 2001, Originally tried with |
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SHOOTING
RUGER'S
MINI-MAGS

The Hume H721 (loft) is built for the 3°
GP-T00. The Bulman FBS Is made for the
ifttle brather SPT07.

Remington 125-grain JHP Magnums,
the author declined to continue that
abusa opting instead for Remington o
Winchester 110-grain JHF rounds.

While the 1255 were slout for pres-
ant company, thay were no mateh for
the sturdy S-shoater. The object of
this plece consumed a good many of
them when shot by others and myselr,
imvohrad in the gun's early examinaticn,

That tha gun is sturdy should ba
no surpeise. It shares the GP-100%
non-rodating ejector rod, front lockup
and, for user cormfort, some of the best
recoil-abaorbing stocks of any factary
ravalivEr,

The SP1H was arlginally rendered
in .38 Special, cverbuilt as these were
U weaming days of the revalver in law
enforcement, Evenyone at the time was
trying to pack as much power into the
Special a5 could be had and manutac-
turars wene happdy churning cut +P Tar
everyona, and 4P+ for agencies who
signed “plaase don't Sue us” |etters.

Thiz SP101 easily consurmed any-
thing thrown ab it, Enterprising armoners
wiare known to punch the chambers
out to allow the consumption of 357
hMagnwm ammunition, The heaviest
rourd that could chamber in these con-
versions was the 125-grain JHP from
various makers.

host gun types iked that round amy-
way, Anything heavier was 100 long and
profruded from the cylinder face, tying
up the ctherwise raliable cannon.

Eventually, Ruger lengihoened the
cylinder window and cylindar 110 of
an inch 1o allow anylhing in factory 357
invantony to fit. Heving checked back
them, it does.

| carmad this “firsl successful small
357" a3 a backup gun, usually In win-
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Galca’s High Ride Silhowete Is an open
batiom bail shde holster fo alow ey of
revolvar with longer barrel.

Fr e

Tha Don Hisme H721 Open Top “Doutte
Nine" is a closa-riging, fast-drawing
hodster, The D405 bultat losp balt slide is
& handy way o Camy Spars Ao,

ter, The normal carry mode was in the
side pockat of the heavy wool uniform
trousers accessible 1o the left hand. &
Bianchi Speed Strip or twa, fillad with
Magnums, resided in a shirt pocket,

Holsters

| selactad a sample of packing gear
for the Ruger wheelguns, Revolver
healsters, ather than cowboy fypes, ane

e T o
Tha Kramer Balt Scabbard is tasiefully

finished in siingray. It nicely comploments
e utiitharian GP=100.

getting a little thin, so it ok Sonme
lacking.
As | carried the SP101 in the

- backup role, | selected the high end

Kramer Poclket Holster. For Bt carmy,
the Bulman FBS (Full Bett Slide} was
galacted, a5 was the Galco Speed
Master and a Kydex paddle holster
fram Canter of Mass Tactical.

Knowing that one of the two Rugars
could be selected for carry by female
licenseas, | lpoked to Galco for a
soluticn. Mike Barnam sent along the
Metropolitan Holster Handbeg for
examination.

The Gales Sihouette and Don Hume
721 OT (Opan Top) wene selected for
thie GP-100.

GP-100 Carry

Do you think a 35-ounce concesled
carmy piese is too heavy? Consider the
alternatives. Lighter guns don't always
yield the best on-tanget results esliher
in terms of accuracy or power. Really
light guns with lots of power usually arg
too punishing to practice with regularty.
If tha user remembers to dress around
the gun, not wear a gun according to



3 S :
COM Tacticals Kydes Paddie Halster is o
comiprtabie way to cary the Rugar SPI00.

The Bulman Full Balt Scabbard iz a tigh
maldad, pancake-alyle holsler It radindnes
breaking in before wso.

clething slyla, tha 3-inch GP-100 is no
prablem to hide.

When the gun was first acquired, |
used the Don Hume HT21 OT holster.
Alzo known aa the “Doubla Mina,™ this
rig is available for revolvers and auto-
pistols, [ you own bath and periodically

.carry each of them, this is a way to
hawe the samea hotater for each. Your
b o b the Same place far either
gun and that commonalily halps your
apesd and confidanca.

The “0OT" refers 1o the holster's apen
top. Thar aré ro SnaEps or straps, The -
3-inch GP-100 fits snugly enough in my
sampla that it is quite secure, It's also
comfortable.

Mine has the natural, saddle tan
finish with white stitching. That doesn't
matter when e gun is concenled, but |
siill like the look. My new HT210T is of
a darker beown and 1t s tightly boned
to the gun.

The belt slots ars exbended bayand
the haolster pouch front and back. Thay
any eovensd an my original sample and
open on tha newear. The resulting effect
is & “pancake” style holster that fits
closely to the wearer. There is a body
shield on the back face of the hol-
ster. This keeps perspiration off of 1he
handgum, but it also keeps a loose shirt
frarm qetting cawqght batwasn gun and
holster, praventing a complete re-hol-
stering of the gun,

Along the =ame lines, the Galco
Sillvauette is a high ride belt slida
halster. It has a reinforced thumb-break
safety strap. Thia rig is an opan muzzla
design, making it kandy to camy GPs of
various barrel lengths using the same
heolster .

Tha Kramer Pockat Holster was in sharkskin, an attracthve and protective finish,

The adrleide (away foom Bre body) of tha
Kramar Pocked Holster hat a place of
plastic Isminate fo oisguize the gun,

Tell the truth, it's hard finding leathar
Tl:_:ll' 1wz S-inch revolver.

The Silhouatta has 1-3/4-inch belt
loops and works okay on a 1-1/2-inch
balt that is cinched tightly. My sampla
was in tan. It a nice-looking holster,
and also fine for all bul the closest
concealmeant.

Thee fine folks at Don Hume added
something | hadn't seen for some time,
& gix-round snap-an balt slide unit.
Handy for the {rare) tactical reload for
revolvers, the “bullet loops” are ideally
placed right in front of tha holstar, If
there is the fabled “lull in the action,”
wau can open the cylinder, put upwand
pressura on the ajector rod and then
lat it drop without ejacticn, The amply
rowsnds, swelled from the pressune of
firing will stay up, allowing thelr removal

Ruger SPT0Y i5 a natural match for the
wall-named Galco Speed Master.
by fingamails. The few empties plucked
out, the bullet lcops allow quick rafill-
ing without sacrificing rounds to use a
speadiaader.

it may not seem likaly and maybe the
basllet baops are & security blanket for
an cld-timar, bul i1's good 1o ses ham
bach

The Kramer Belt Scabbard has long
Been a favorite of mine for casual con-
cealmeant of autopistods. The revoher
wErsion was quite a surprize. It was tha
typical high quality one nosmally sees
from Kramer; tightly boned to the gun,
rigid horsehide, and sedwne withoul
requiring long periods of breaking in.

The surprise was that the holster was
faced in stingran, Mow, 'm ool & Buge.
fan of exotics on concealmant holsiars;
no one can gee e beauty of the hol-
star artist. I'm willing & re-moaming that
poaition now. If | can gat fancy stocks
for the 3-inch GF100, | think that the
gun and halster would be appropriate
far a barbecwe,

The Galco Metropelitan handbag
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is A large Busingss case. There is a
ke strap, csllular phong pockat and
& place for eyeqglasses. A= one might
xpeact, thare is 4 side-eniry holster
pocket. [§ closes up with a locking zip-
par.

Madie af mylon microfiber, the bag i=
light. The high-class beaiier accents,
and handles and nickaled hardwara
are Baleo trademarks. Our 2ample was
black and very tastedully rendered, My

wife liked its looks and sha's vy pecky
when it comes to pursaes,

SP101 Carry

Stazhing a 25-cunce, 2.25-inch
SAUEMASE MAGHUM EKeS Sarmie
thought. On those rare cooasions
where the SP101 would be the “up-
front™ maln line of defense, | galected a
* fow bl hodsiors,

Among these was the Galco Speed
Master. Another open-top, pancake
Iype, balt slide hotster, the Speed
Blaster is a tighthy molded high ride rig,
Doulble stitched in beige thread, tha
halster i tan, ite appearanss (s atriking.
The fore and aft belt loops ane set 10
give the hotster a strong forward cant
" in the FBI style of old. Thiz makes for
a guick “shoulder lorsard, shoulder
back” prasemtation,

The cant somewhat mitigates the
high position of the gun in the hol-
star. The triggerguard is covensd, fos
many years holsters for double-action
revolvers had exposed triggerguards.
The Spased Master is & Classic revoher
holster style, weall reandered.

For quick ondoff, | got Center Of
Mass Tactical's Kydex paddis haolater,
Thare ane limes when pesiod penmit
licensees and retired officers have to
disarm, such as when entering a fed-
aral building, Thae COM paddie makes
that sidearm removal and replacemant
chore easy,

The Iriggerguasd is coverod and
tension is adjustable. | nodiced that
the draw from the Center of Mass unit
i quick too, In spite of the chunky
Ruger's mass, the GOM halster made
carrying it comiortable.

I contacted Josh Bulman 1o sed whiat
he had for the Ruger ravolver fine. He
didn’t heve any molds for the odd-size
GP-100, but he could fit 3 halster up
for the SP101. He sant the FES, Thas
rig is another pancaka style holster,
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SPECIFICATIONS:

RUGER GP-100 (KGPF-331)

Callbear: .357 bag

Barral: 3 nchas

OA Length: .25 inches
Welght: 35 ouncas :
Stocks: Rubber with rosewood
insaris ;
Slghts: Fixed

Action: DAMSA

Finish: Satin stainless
Capacity: G-shot

SPECIFICATIONS:

RUGER SP101 (KSP-321XL)

Caliber: 357 Mag

Barrelz 2.25 inches

(DA Length: 7 inches

Welght: 25 cunces

Stocks: Fubbar with synthetic

insort n
Sights: Fixed

actlom: DAD

Finish: Satin stainless

Capacity: S-shat

Price: 5507 Price: 3530

' PERFORMAMNCE: RUGER GP100
Load S-shot group Bast /5 Notes
Remington 158gr SJHF 4 " o Hot koad!
Winchester 145gr STHP 4 15" 3t -
BElack Hill= 125gr JHF 3136 15" =
Cor-Bon 125gr JHP 4 5" 314" =

GP100 Accuracy jost, shoofing ot 25 yards from a rest |Duter’s Pisiol Perchi--singbe action shoaling

PERFORMAMNCE: RUGER SP101

Load S-shot group | Best 3/5 Motes

Black Hillz 158gr JHP e 115" Hot load, haawy stug

Cor-Bon 125gr DPX 2 u" 1* Smooth gjection, no fash.
loderate blast.

CCl Blazer 125gr JSP 258" 114" Lots of flash, blast

UMG 125gr JSP ar 178" Lots of blast

E8100 [no singhe action cperalion] 10 yards, shooling withou suppart, Weaner grip and shance

PERFORMANCE

RUGER GP100 AND SP101

additional security for the gun.
You might say that could cause

Timna eriasnned in seconcks,

Diravw time— 10 snghe hit. Starl—hands hanging at skdes. gun
secuned in holster Fise nisomnpls por gun fired from 7 yards

the gun to fire if the hammer
was cocked. My SP101 = DA,
it can only B trigoer cocked

diuring firing.

GP100— SPI— This is a very tastefully
Galco Silhouetta | Galoo rendened holster, a high-and g
High Ride Speedmasiar for professional users, | don't
think you can go wrong looking
e |15 LAY at this halster or this halster
Afternpt 2 | 1.4 14 riaker, IF 1 were canying this
Attampt 1.4 1.7 revolver as the main protec-
. : tive firearm on & sericus job,
Affermpt 1.6 157 I'd give the full coverage Full
Belt Slide a hard look, it doas
Asmpt 4 1.8 require & break-in. | believe tha
A 1.46 1.62 halster will easily autlast me.

Mot —Wriln the 5P was shorier ang thi Speecmasion
e Pl By (e thipmb-Brapk aakaty SIeag, i Poics ke
gran rmuch closer inbo Bhe skde #lawing the finst slep of the
dmw = GAIF Whike neither setug was @ tolal speed rig, theso
ara eoreaakne holilors and an nel FRagn Tainng holslans

Firally, the SP101 is & very
ey backup gun. In exchange
for the weight, you get lots of
power and good handling. |
asked for one of the famows

very rigicly mokded 1o e gun. A o
ward cant, the revolver butl rides tilled
up. The precision molding is incred-
ibde, There is 8 depression inside the
triggenguard. behind the trigger, This is

tramer Pocket Holsters, set
e Tar iy ledt hand. | figuee my dght
Feand will Bz Busy daing somelhing else
and like to have a gun available for the
athar hand.
Like the Belt Scabband, the Pocket



Halster was "dudead-up” with a cover-
ing of shark. Aside from being attrac-
tiv, the shark hide is protective, It
waorks pratty well for the shark. The
autside of the halster has a plastic lam-
inata shiald that disguises the shape of
the revalver, making it look like a wallet.
Tha body side i precision molded and
this ane has the sharkskin cover. The
holater has a high projection at the top
of the fronk edge, the Detter to miligate
the hammear spur snagging on fabric,

The chunky SP101 rdes comfortakly
in the Kramer Pocket Holster, My hand
rests comfortably on its rubber stocks
insice the pocket, not a threalening
stance by any means, but quick o
action when needed.

The Kramer Pockel Holsler is justili-
abdy famouws.

Final Hotes

Thiz pair of Rugers will do what's
nagdod, whean nisded, Loaded with
tha new Cor-Bon 125-graim DPX round,
wihich is rated nominglly at 1300 fps,
aither will gat the jeb dona.

‘While there aren't tons of holstars out
there 1o it arcund them, the onas that |
found are amongst the highest in terms
of quality and value. I'm gure there ars
somi Emissed; we are blessed wilh
some of the finest leathersmiths (and
plasticasmiths) in our histony,

I vau ara a revalver fan or fesl mara
comfortable with the format, thers
are none better than the GP-100 and
SP101.

For more information, mnta::l:

------------------------------------

Sturm, Ruger & Co., Ing.,
200 Auger Rd., Dept CH,
Prascalt, AZ 8630 ; S28-T78-
BS55; wena mueger.com

Bulman Gunleather, RO,
Box 361, Dept CH, Mewny, PA
16565; 814-636-B615; www.
bulmangunleather.com

L]

Centar of Mass Tactical, B34 M,
Huerng &1, Dept CH, Firth, 1D 83236;
255-203=-1002; whnnnLCormEy e Com

Don Hume Leathergoods,
500 26th 5t. NW, Dept CH,
Bz, Ok T4354: B00-331-
26EE; www.donhume.com

Galco International, 2019 W. Cusail
Avea., Dept CH, Phoenix, AZ B5027;
B00-B74-2526; wwoarusgaloo.com

KEramer Handgun Leather,
FQ. Box 112154, Dept CGH,

Tacem, Wh G8411: 888-572-
B371; www.kramerleather.com
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system of personal defense will exceed your expectations.

| HANDGUN/TACTICAL RIFLE/PRECISION RIFLE/SHOTGUN/PHYSICAL & KNIFE DEFENSE |

Located In South Central Ohip. For information & brochure:
2174 Enthany Ridge Road Wast Unlon, Ohlo 45553 SaT-544-T220

HIGH NOON HOLSTERS®

Slide “Tanovative Holsters for
r“:“rdm Armed Professionals™
$69.95 VISIT DU WERSITE AT

www.highnoonholsters.com
Ok FOE COLOR CATALDG SEMD 53
P.0. Box 1923

Tarpon Springs, FL 34688
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| See in, hat it That is the basic

| concept for & tactical rail light.

| Light Advantage introduces the
LED'WAVE family of tactical

l] lights, priced for you.

The 2-5 produces 85 lumens of white
light in o compnet packapge i
designed 1o fit every mail out
there today. The Z-5 can be
st fof eiiher contimeous of
aienlary on and of . Pick
ang up today and see the
light E:lr yourself. You will
have enough change left for
a proper hammer.

[ E S UIEINYE

by Light Advaminge
wiwwLaclite.com

Thix dx wihad ane
eres 1o drive @ .'.'..'."
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