The quesl fnr Iutal
familiarity—the
gun becomes a
natural extension
of your arm!

By Walt Rauch

GUNFIGHTING

hale | was discussing teaching
W points with another law enforce-

ment firearms Ingiructor, he
peosed an inberesting question: What sm-
gle iterm did | find that frainees in
firearms classes lzck, regardless of their
aecupatansg: thal s, law enfarcemeant
and non-sworn citizans? | realized that |
continually see one fundamental skill
hat needs 1o be gained—iotal familiarity
with thair firearm. A gun handler should
be =0 well acquainted with his handgun
that his every aclion 5 parlormed rellax-
ively, not wnlike using a fork to eat. The
cdher instructor apined hal he has asked

Bill EEII'|EIE|'I El‘tﬂ'ﬂ!& that the H:I-lﬁ is wery nnn'tmllukﬂe.

The Wilson Combat KZ-45 (Tactical

Carry Fistol).

tiis question of many instructors and (he
standard reply is that students should
heve a better greanding in e shooling
fundamentals—sight piclure, rigger con-
tral, sight alignment &nd follow-through.

Granled, these are the basics of
marksmanship, bul the student flirst
neads 1o acguire this 1atal familiarity, so
that he can balter locus on the funda-
mentals and othar teaching points he'll
get in hiz formal training, without being
distracied by trylng ko remambear just
whal he's supposed o do with the gun
and when.

Gun manipulation ard malfunction
claarances should require almosl no
conacious thought., The gun handler
should be able 1o perlorm  regular
mechanical operations of his firgarm
wilhout stopping to say to himsel, “Mow,
what am | swpposed to do wilh this?" As
Lribe 5 it mighl Seem, the gun shauld e
an extension of the Body, | am not saying
that the guabandler should Be uncon-
sciows of the rulas of gun =afaty and that
he not be ictally aware of his ewvary
actign, Is just thal all his efors showkd
b fluid and flawing.

Mow, how to learn this definesa and
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sureness af gun kandling? Learning an
e rango is expansive time, bath for the
sludent, who could be leaming more
skillz, and for the instructor, whe is held
back because the student doesa't gef
the nexd 1eaching paint while he's tied wp
learning his gun. The question than is,
now and where can these skills be
learned saloly while not in class?

While in formal class, gun salely is

reinforced and gun handling is supar-

vized, Elsewhers, these external con-
trals ane missing. You are your own sale-
ty officer and you need a sale location,
To practice at homae, you need an area
that replicales the formal range, with a
safe backstop and nothing down range,
I1's all too easy to tall inlg the trap of just
‘messing with the gun” and, if you're
lucky, “anly™ shoaling the TV =et, a lamp
ar & light switch plate. These are Lha
most comman “viclims” of negligent dis-
chrarges in the home, according to my
cwn unofficial survey, 50 be sure lha
arga is clear of them—aler you've
ensured that the ared is clear of cther
people and animals. Mext, double check
vour firearm 1o be sure it's wnloaded
Parnaps go 50 far as to have a spare,

| dedicated “red” gun (a deactivated and

rrarkid training gun).

Mow, before we go any further, I real-
ize that finding a secure place to do this
will e very ditlicull. Also, for the first few
hours, moving around with the gun,
puiting it down, then picking it up and
salaty-checking it again will be awkward,
but bear with me. It is worth tha trouble!

The goal is to keep the gum in your
hand as much a5 possible for every wak-
ing hour, while rigidly following all the
firsarms safely rulas. The gun must be
unlaadead, your finger must never be on
tha trigger and the muzzle musl never
point at anything you do not wish 1o
destroy. You MUST NOT dry fire during
this exarcize, for dry firing is pan of the
shooting fundamaentals and should be
done separately. I you must put the gun
daown, safely-check it when you pick i
biack up—no excephions,

Again, this is ene of those steps that's
1me mos! casy o neglect, sometimes
with comie, if not tragic, results, My iriend
Ropger Tucker fold the siery of how he
was visiting a giflriend at her mother's
mause, While waiting for her 1o finish get-
ling raady 1o go out, he, for reasons best
known only to him, pointed his carry gun
at the TV and—oops! He said the TV
deid right quick. Mow, Roger was a quick
thinker, 2o he noted the make and model

| and went right out and bought an identi-
| cal replacemant sel. Because it was

large, he said he had great dificully get-
ting it from the store ta the house, but he

When the shooter does his part, the
Wilson Combat KZ-45 groups regularly
and reliably under 2 inches ot 25 yards,

The KZ-45 dizassembled. The steel
frame Insert is the heart of this plstal.

Motes KZ-45"5 Jsre E:Hmal exiractor

thought it was worth it to ewoid the
embarrassment. He put everything back
a5 ha fownd ot and relaxed, When tha
mother came homa, she said nothing
and was quite pleasant 1o him. But later,
she told her davghter that, while Fioger
wias quite walcome im the house, s had
1o leave his gun in the car. Sharp lady!
By the way, while doing this training
exercisa, be sure 1o nol wear a halsber
for your handgurn or have a sling on any
long arm you carry around 5o that you're
nt ternpted o cheal, The whole idea s
that il you carry it long enaugh, you will
lgarn the gun's balance and will raflex-
ively grasp il correctlly. Put the gun down
a% necossany, but pick it back up as soon
a5 you're through doing whalaver
requires using both hands. If the task
requirgs anly ona hand, keep ar transier



The 18-LPI r:hm:kr:-ﬂng an the front
strap and grip panel checkering is
comfortable yet ensures control.

L ks

The 10-reund magazine has a well-
thought-out base plate.

the gun to the other hand. I yowre rghl-
handed, transfer the gun to your left
hard 50 that you free up your donanant
hand.

Mo, after performing this drill for a
while (you'll know when you've done It
anough), put tha halster ar sling on but
dhon't just begin to wear the gun. Use the
aling or the holster 1o secure the arm
wihen you meed your hands for other
fasks, and unsling or draw alter you're
done. You'll see that you get very prodi-
cient at drawing and reholstering your
handgun. The same goes for the rifle, Try
various modes of slinging it—Ileft shoul-
dizr, ruzzle down; ight shoulder, muzzlea
up and cross-chesl canmy,

By doing this home drill, youTre daing
a large part of what you also do at any
formal training schoaal. In your home, as
on the range, you're holding the gun in
ane of both hands for extended periods
ol tirme, In formal training, you're asked to
draw 1o the ready posilicon, then the gxer-
ciae is explained and then you do the
drill, reholstering or slinging afterward
and when you nead to top off mags-
Zines, gel water or use the facilias, And
you d thas all diny.

Tha “gun walk-argund” gives you an
excallent sanse of the gum's hedt and bal-
ance and vou quickly develop the ability
ta raflexively contead it, Leann thag belong

Specifications:
Wilson Combat KZ-45
(Tactical Carry Pistol)

CALIBER: .A3A0F

BARREL: 5 inches

OA LEMNGTH: & 58 inches
HEIGHT: 5 1/2 inchos

WIDTH: 1 516 inches

WEIGHT EMPTY: 31 ouncas
WEIGHT LOADED: 4.3 cunces
SIGHTS: #367 MITE-EYES

SIGHT RADIUS: & 11116 inches
MAGAZTINE CAPACITY: 10 rounds
FIMISH: Armor-Tuff polymessr
finish'stainless, stael on exdarior
melal suraces

ACCESSORIES: 2 magazings, #1458
riylon pistol rug, instructional video &
calar maneal

paylng good money 1o a school so that
you get mane oul af wour formal training,
focusing on the instruction and the fun-
damentals of shooting rather than on
gun manigulation

GUNS

Bill Wilson of Wilson Cembat, Ine.,
hias done 11 again, coming up with 2nath-
ar winnar, his naw KZ-45 (Taclical Carry
Pisted}. According 1o the Wilson Combad
2000 Master Catalog, the KZ-45 is tha
rasult of ower bwo yoars of development
on two canfinands. The KZ-45 has threo
majcs lealures: the polymer frame, the
large extarnal exiractor and the 10-round
rmagazina.

According o the cataleg, the polymer
frame is a composile of stainless sieal
and HKevlar-reinforced polymar  wilh
raised 18-lings-lo-the-inch checkearing cn
the front and on the sepamde fat poly-
mer mainspring housing. The side pan-
als are pebblad, The frame i3 narmower
than a comparable steal or alloy frame
18911, althguwgh the KZ-45 mag holds twa
rounds more than a 1911 mag. The
slainless stesl insert is parmanenily
honaded to the polymer shell. Using a
steal insert, Wilson is able to hold criical
dimensions of the pin holes, rame ails,
harrel lockup and feed ramp. which can
be mainfained through precise machin-
ing.

Based on my experience wilth othar
pohymerdramed gung, shooling the K2Z-
45 fesls as if it were retoling less thanks
to the tendency of polymar 1o haws Stmd
fles or “give” to it, Jos Venezia and Bil
Bartash both gave this T&E sample a
most iharough run! Bill is a top-ranked
shootar in  International Practical
Shoating Confederation (IPSC), Limibed
and Unlimited Class, and he “ran the
gun” as il he were practicing with his own
IPSC Limited Class 1911, Jo¢ ran sell-
defenss speed drills as well as shooting
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wilh both his dominam and less-domi-
nant hands, trying to induce maliunc-
Bons—10 no il

| did the accuracy work, which was &
bit redundant after all the Wilzon 1811s
v shol. The KZ-45 8 as accurale as all
the rest, If vou de your part, the gun
shools inlo less than 2 inches al 25
yards all day kang, and doesn'l favor any
one 45 oad over anglier, | gob exeellent
groups with all. Some belter than olhers,
of course, bt since I'm shooting ower a
gun bag rest and nol using &8 Ransom
rasl, e shodlar cartainky inllugndas (R
rasults. {| do jerk a shot now and than!)

The 10-round magazine s & stesl
Iz and Spring with a palymer fllawer
and an exlanded and remmabla polymer
baze plate for ease of dizassambly and
maore positive mag insertion, The mags
ratail for S39.95, [The Wilson Bureaucrat
extendsd 10-round 1911 mag retails for
531,95,) Al first when | examingd fhe
nEw fun, | was disappainted and irritaled
et il didn't taka 1911 mags. On raflec-
tian, though, if you're going to design a
191 1 -Exysnsd fuir Irarm tha gr‘-;‘;-l,.'l'rd L 50
lo spaak, i1's much beller to have the
legal 10-reund limit in a flush-mounled
kg,

The last noliceabla change from a
standard 1911 is the external extracior.
Moy 1o say that if John Browmning wanted
an exloernal edracker on the 1911, he'd
have put one theare and any change is
heresy, well, other John Browning-
designed handguns use exterm:al axtryc
lors. The Colt Modal N 2568CF the Colt
Modal M in 32ACP and 380ACP and
the Baby Brownang, To name a few, The
culernal extracior is now used almost
exclusivaly in autcpistols, so maybe it is
a better idea.

Mo, a5 o the top and back and of the
KZ, it's 1811 all tha way. The slide has

i Ty [ er 0 |-'_.| I
¥l Lo 5 L
The Bulman IWE pulls in close to the
body, yet allows a full shooting arip.

the Wilson #357 MITE-EYES fized,
windage-adyusiable sights, lorsard and
resr diagonal cocking serralions and tha
#2G HD recoll spring and Shok-Bufl to
go along with the familiar muzzle bush-
ing. A1 the back, a Wilson 84558 Spocd
(oval) Hammer mates up with the Wilson
#3140 sear and V298 High Ride
Beaveriail and #6BN cxlended, factical,
single-sided thumb safaty,

A lang 1911 trigger is usad to give A&
crisp 4.5 poursds an mw scale, The stain-
less maich barrel is handfited and the
feed ramp is polished and throated. The
g ealeh is 1911-camman, The rmetal
parls of the gun are finished off in Wilson
ARMOR-TUFF, a corosion-resistant
ratte-tack finish. The stainless stoal
barrgl and the stainkess steal insert ano
nat coated, nor is the serial number plate
at the lop of the right grip panel. The KZ-
45 works in the 1911 holsters | triad it in,
including the Wilson Covert Compandon
and the Rapid Response Models. o'l
need new magg pouchos, thaegh,

Al in all, the KZ-45% is an axcallent sin-
gle-action cocked-and-locked, wpdated
and mmproved 1911 design wilh a sug-
gesied retail of 095

For more information, cantact Wilzon
Combat/Scatiergun Technologics,
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Bulman Gunleather (PO, Box 381,

Dept. CH, Mewry, PA 16665; phone 814-

G95-8615, fax 514-895-1464, |bhol- Py 8% UIES chipping
in dhe contipain U1S,
VIS eF MO accepred

slers @aol.com or www bulmangun-
leather.com) is a real find for aficicnados
of fing leather gear, Joshua Bulman,
owner, sole proprietor and all-around
workes, has a business slogan “The
Pinnacle of GCuoality, Function and
Feliakilily,” &and he's right on the money.
Wiy Triend Joo Venozia and | have been
carrying Bulman haolstars for a while now.
I've baen using a Bulman FES (Full Belt
Slide) for a GLOCK, while Joc has a
TSA-T (Becret Ageni-Thin) for a
Government Model 1911, both with sin-
gle magazine powches to maich. Bath
sefups are quile comfortable. They're
hand-raaldad to the gun, wath edigpes bure- p
nished, and both hawe sight tracks. | S ‘
have Trijficon sights on the GLOGCK 22

and Joe has Heinie night sights on many Order Toll Free 1-800-874-2247 0r G03-B63-4177 send $5 for catalgue

of his awn custom-worked 19115, E: :

Joshud uses a polymer inner well al 3 wﬂlhl Eg'“ﬁ“'i"wg “'_WEHF&“":"'IHE
tha mouth of the holster 10 keep it apen c,':' = .
for reholstering, He said he likes the 2221 '-‘-"""3'“:;‘: [:Smnk Road i Grantham, New Hampshire 03753
polymar because it will not crimp shut as isit our website at: wwwowallerandson.com
will steel if youw fall on or rodl on the hol-
shor | haven tried this yel, bul il can be
a prablem with some othar rigs. Joe is

'-.-_',-: ¥ - ¥
rathier particular about inside-the-waist- W HDEH' HocHHEIM'S

band holsters. After one war, car and | ScienTiFic FIGHTING CONGRESS H]'E Best s.;ghfsl’

matorcycle accidents and a generally Hm'll:l Smick, Krire, Gun CoMBATIVES
’ allation

aclive indoor leisure-time frays), Joe has ::' mmlgfﬁu o tha J;":.rm:g'm : SHIHE Dﬂ} fﬂs
Heinie Sights are the choice of
mm:i; {:t:ru-um_!l'hr:ement aFecies

beaten up his body pretly well, hs back
in particular. | understand from thoase of [ don't consider
aird professional individuals.
7318 Glock Sam\PRO Straight

vou with bad backs that having this prob- | | myself a mamial arts
lern roaly helps get your atlention when | strcton but rather
carrying a sergus fighting handgun on | |2 Erierdly” drill

- : hing Eight Sights.............5144.95
ar in your panis. Joa has weed the fg dor | |2 b s 3 ]
two manths withaut complaint, so it's fair ,u'_""""';'*’ﬂ survival 7335 Sig SRR PRO" Straight
to say the Bulman IWB rig passes the gkl " Eight Sights............ $146.95

test with lying colors.
The TSA-T is thinner than the other

haolstar. The thinness s achigved, ook Tk brenacied LS, Marines, Srmy, Adr Feger.

i 5‘1‘-\.*.'[ uutﬂmu&lmsl’ll:-. oty SO pedice amd
according o Joshua, through a special s e Sl

#355 Kimber Sash PRO Straight
Eight Sights........... 514695

tanning process that he does in-house .Hm 2% yrae sniblary fd polie ver gradue

after receiving the leather from e tan- mmi"dmdm-rhluhmhnﬂti“ﬁhh

nery. | like the FBI-canted ””15“:"? holster Hl.lf:ad.auﬁm sm'ﬂ% Sulbsjeel ko Invesiony on hands
and mag carrier, 1000 (My back 15 about mmmﬁwasmm. hiow io comibut Ineclzdes i ght, installaton,
the anly thing | heven't injured in my fray- | | Bankand “HIII'I'M“-'? m&m return shipping and insarance.
els, 5o thankfully | can get along with hot- | | SRR arene sfihe fllowicg et RETURNED NEXT DAY AIE!

sters that hurt Joe.) In speaking o Josh,
he said he leamed his craft by hanging | Hand-To-Hand Combat
out, visiting, ohserving, questioning and Enife Combatives

% : . i Filipina Combatives
genaralty pasianng Ken Ml in g shop DMS: The COC Stick/Batan

in Hanover, FA, before Ken moved 1o stoliRille Threat
Georgia, Ken Mull is a master holster i IR hmawﬁ

h

maker and, afler looking at and wearing ! For rooee =forration ul—ld-d:’.iMEem.h.u:awl.r.

Bulman leather, | think Joshua peid : bodie: B tapes, s 4 Sopy 301 Dak Street * Chuincy, 1
3 d 1 mmmnwaﬁr u.m:me b

atlention, listened and learmed very well. | et w ot sk o, 1o fog 5372, 1-877 ""ilglltq]

Ha has a nicely-done catalog wilh a or gle: owpes O 20742 o : s T B TY

small but very good ine of holsters, mag [ree Fmﬁvmmm‘”‘“ Miactoom — - e

pouches and belts a b, www.heinie.com
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