A great gun
becomes even
better!

By Dan Branscome

he qua | received for this raview
I came from TJds  Custom
Gunwarks, in Ontarig, Califernia, a
Boraita Model 88 “Canfurion™. The 96
dasignates the .40 S&W chambering,
while the Ceniumion models mate he
sharlar barmed and slide of the Compact
miodals with the full siza frams.

TJ's opinion of the Beretta plsigls is
thatl the quality exceeds most othar
makes teday, and if it were not for what
he considers the over-large grig diame-
ter it would probably be the auiopistol of
owenshelming choics. The size of the
grip has always preveniod me from
spandng sarious lima with the Beratias.
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TJ Custom Baretta 96 with Eulman Td Speclal holster andWa}mWatBnEbe tanto.



Custom Centurion gqualification target.

Allhough | have close friends who camy
Bereltas issued by LARPD. and
LAS0D, and have had numerous slu-
dents come to class with Bersttas, |
never (el comboriable with thoem. | can
manage the large grip. but cannot rals-
ably operate the slide mounted satety
This is not 1o crilicize’ the Berolta,
because | have the same problem with
SEW pislols, and any olher slide-mount-
ed safaties.

WWhile TJ ks most noted for his work on
S1GE pistols, he can perlorm his an equeal-
by wall @n the Beretas, The 58 Canlurion
pletwred here has received his “Lewval 17
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TdJ throats barrel and fits extractor.

package, which incledes his deluzxa
actipn job, throat and polish the
barrelfead ramp. i and polish he
extracior, and reshaping the trigger.
TJ'5 cuslom work is only visible exier-
nally on tha trigger, which has bean nar-
rowed slighily and reshaped before
being palished, Radiusing the edges and
polishing improves the ergonomics, par-
ticularty for the DA trigger pull. All olher
crilical moving parts of the action arg
sirnilarly smoathed and polished, result-
i|1£| in a wandarully smaoaoth 1r'|5;|{;E|" pull_
both single and doubls action. As it ladt
the box this particular gen had a doubls
action trigger pull of 13.5 Ibs, and a sin-
gle aclion pull of 575 |lbs. ARar TJ

warked his magic on i, the DA pull was |
reducead to 7.75 Ibs, and the 54 pull ko 3 |

ibs!
What i unigue o the Bereita, and is

critical 1o the smooth functoning of the |

pistal, & the barrel loeking block, and
according to TJ i the part most subgec
to faillureybreakags, not only an he
Beralla, but a&lso on the Taurus clones.
Td extensively smooths and and polish-
a3 this part to facilitate barral and slida
fupction, As he dops on all aulopisiols,
particular attantion is paid to fting and
polishing the extractor. This allows tha
gatracior 1o slip owver the rim of & car-
fridge that prematurely exits from ihe
magazing, rather than jemming and
Bulting mls it, préventing damage 1o the
extracior. This eliminales one of the most
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SPECIFICATIONS:
Beretta 96 Centurion

CALIBER: 40 S5W

BARREL: 4.3 inches

OA LENGTH: 7.2 inches
HEIGHT: 5.4 inchas

WENGHT: 33.2 ounceas
CAPACITY: 10 rewnds (11 I_.E..]
PRICE: S565.00

CUSTOM WORK: 562900

ing off the shat, giving me more of a “swr-
prise” han a “surprse break,”

As an added bonus, the Beretta
Centurion came to me as a package,
together wilh 8 Walanabe custom knile,
in & concapd holster desigred by T and
execiiaed by custom holstarmaker Jash
Bulmg, The “TJ Special® holster is tho
first rendering of a hrlster with an inte-
grated knife scabbard, which allows
weoapon selection aceording fo the prox-
irmity of the assailant. Whean | first saw it,
i zeemed that the knife would inmedera
with e presenlalion o hae pistal, Bul
thai proved not 1o ba tha case.

The kaife i= the work of custom knife-
maker Wayne Walanabe, and is simply
elegant in the classic Japanesae design,
The Blade is crafed from ATS34 staln-
bess steel, with a bandle of genuina
rayskin, and Is traditionally wrapped in
ronal purple cond

Acknowladged as an axport at refining
SIG sutppistols, TJ feels he does even
belter action work on lhe Berglla
because of the simplicity of the mecha-
nism. & unigque defense package, wilh
aach component custom made By a true
craftsman, all sure to mest the highest
standards ol the mosl decerming cus-
fomer. L

For more information
contact:

BERETTA U.5.A. CORP, 17601
Baralta Drive, Depl. CH, Accokeak,
MD 20607; (301)283-2191, fax {31:1]
ATE-TETT -

Td's CUSTOM GUNWORKS, PO,
Box 6% Depl. CH, Ontarioc, CA
91762, USA; (909) 923-44322

or E-mail brief gquestions o
Mosshaep & anl.com

Some of TJ's guns can bé Sean on
the web at:
hittpefodaibo ss, ucl edu'sighjcustomit
jeustom.himl

BULMAN GUNLEATHER, PO. Box
361, Dapl. CH, Mewry, PA 16665
(B14) G96-B615

WATANABE CUSTOM KNIVES, BCx
Box 3563, Dept. CH, Monteballo, CA
f0e4A0; (213) T28-686T

ASHLEY EXPRESS

Ashley ExpressSight System. Available forobast guns

B Fastest acquisition af fomi sight
B Diesigned for high stress shooting in peor Light
Be. Lo profile amd snayf free

Q,
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307 Crak Street = Cuimcy, IL 62307
FI7228-9500 = www heinie.com

A childproof theft
eterrent that
takes the no

nonsense approach to
handgun safety

and security!

Toll Free: 1-888-858-8555

QY. Box F53% Mowhuargh, 1IN 47622.0753
Cir wvimit our wels site & werwn guanslioe,conmn
Prives steriing wl fust S39.95 pus tax and shiping.
Whonnms orader: Shebves, Cash Regisiors, Avis Tiashes, Troak Lk, Tablies, vic.
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TJ CUSTOM

using a threg-slep process, ensuring

(Continued from page 57) BULMAN thiey will stand up to hard use rather
GUNLEATHER than tha painted acrylic found on
common eauses of faillures in aulopis- - mass produced holsiers.
iois. TJ then primer lests each gun 1o Unseen in the best places Ewvery holster shown fits superbly,
ansure refiahle detonation, amd requires no break-im, | know mast
The only extras included are the osh Bulman is a new playerin the  of you can relale when I recall the

OrangaGle highlight on the front sigh, craft of custom gunleather, and halslars that require a week or two 1o
which can b doni to both stock or night | based on the work 've seen, his break in before you would considar

gights, and the Hogue Defuxe checkered quality is second to none! Operaling using it for defensive carny You can
cocobolo grips, which give any gun a | from a shudio in central Pennsylvania,  actually teel the trigger guard of the

Clazsy Custom appearancs, Josh has been making custom gun “click™ inta 1he mokding of the
combal holsters lor law enfarcemenl halster. Attention to datail is appanent
Shooting Impressions and knowledgable private citizens for  in every aspect of Bulman Gunlaathar,
saveral years now, and is now offering  from the stilching 10 my name being
In dolerence 1o Beretia’s reputation hig wares 0 8 wider market, stamped into the back of ke holster,
and TJ's craflsmanship, | abbreviated my Josh's philosophy ks one we can all Like: the *TJ Special® concept

usual lesting pratocol to only 50 rounds appreciate: Make it the best it can ba, halsiar, Josh will wark wilh cusiomens
of hardball 16 check he functional relia- | For Josh this beging with function.He  who have special needs not mat by

hility belore proceeding 1o shoot my reg- rnakes only time lested. proven his regular designs. As an example,
ular qualdfication cowrse of 50 rounds. A clesigne, which he knows ang safe, he is currenthy working with a police
geore of aboat 95% i my average on fast, and sonsisient. agency 0 develop a pocket holster
this course (the weak hand only Siring He makes his holslars one &l a specifically designed for jacket pocket
ugually costs me Len poinis), time, by hand, He does not use carry ol & backup gun.

The real test is with hollow points, and fvwdraulic pressas bo fit his scabbards, For a catalog, ar mang inkarmatian,
| fired 10 rounds each of every brand | | Every psece is hand moldad, ensuring  contact: BULMAN GUNLEATHER,
had on hand. The TJ custom Beretta | a better fit and supesb appearance P.O. Box 361 Newry, PA 16663 {814)
newvier mallunctioned once, regardiess of | that cannat be achieved with pross G96-B615, fax (314) 695-1464;
bullet type. As for accuracy, the | molding. The cdges are burnished jbvolsters @aol.oom

Cenlurion grouped all of the pramium
defenzive loads in 4 inches or less a1 25
yards from the bench, delivering the best  fact, several of thase groups were larger  Aawlopistols is Make up the siack, and
group of the day with the Rominglon than the gun or ammo descrved. My press”, TJ's rigger job left no reasistance
Golden Saber 180-grain hollowpoins, In - usual manira ler the SA pull of modern  between “taking up the slack” and press-

Glack HAT - Call Otkcers
Fiis 19722 mag Filz 1911 mag

e

| Paralirdrance il ~ itk 23730
Filz F13714 mag . FilsZ02] mag

The A&G Grip Exfender far the Minl-guns {flock 2627 & 29730, Calt
Dfficer's Model aad Para-Ordnamce P-10) are eellars thal slip aver your
full-size magazines, changing the grip and feel fo sxtch their el size

countesparis, givieg you @ belter and more comioriable grip, iberaby
reducing flincking and increasing accuracy.

. See a Dealer Near You

A&G Supply Co., Inc. PO, Box 254, Alstead, NH 03602
FAX (T18) 2587173
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