93 GREAT Holsters & Belts

What's great advice without compelling choices? Here's half a hundred great
holsters and belts built by some of the top makers in the country.

Belt Holsters

I:'

Galco Paddle Lite

| 3 -
Bianchi Model 120

?Sﬂi?ﬁ%?ﬂ?;ﬁ!ﬁm « Polymereather Covert Option
o Lpvel relm;ti.:nv «Level 1 retention «Leather
585 « Medum cant T

330

High Noon

Blackhawk
CAC 3-Slat
= Lagther

= [Firb-break retention
$65

Bulman POL El Paso Sky Six Need For Speed Kirkpatrick Texas
«Leather »Leather «Rough-out leather Strong Side
90 + Thumb-break retention $90 Leather

365 $6B
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Gun Fit

Obviously, a holster holds a gun,
but it needs to do so properly. Ifyvour
gun is too loose, itean move and be
in a bad position when you need to
draw, and at worst the gun can aetu-
ally fall out. I don’t want to be put
in the position of trying to explain
to the little old lady at the checkout
counter that there is no need (o
worry as | pick up my gun from the
floor—not ta mention trying to Agure
oul what Lo s2F o the responding
police offcss

Conversely, & Bolster that 'is too

s hdpeseag o

tight could fioul vour grip or throw
of I your draw and derail your shoot-
ing. I have tricd some holsters that
wers a0 tight thal il was nearly im-
passible to Fretrieve the Grearm.

The better the boning of a leather
halster the less tight the holster
needs Lo be. Boning is the process
by which quality leather holsters are
fitted to & specific model of handgun,
and it ¢ntails forming the leather—
when wiel—Llo the contours of the
gun with & smooth tool or “bone™ A
properly boned holster will adhere
to the trigger guard, slide stop and

other physical features detatled into
the leather, eliminating the need for
a strap to hold the gun in.

The best way te tell whether your
gun fls a holster properly is to hol-
ster the unloaded pistol or revolyver
and then run hard and jump up and
down. The gun should remain firmly
in the holster during these vigorous
aclions, bul it shouldn™ be so tight
that it impedes the draw, 1T you find
vourselMoezing hard 1o Lift your gun
from the holster, you need o loosen
it. Ifywou have an adjustable halsier,
the adjustment serew will ehange
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the tension easily. Leather
holsters can usually be broken in
by simply wearing them around the
house.

Comfaort & Support

Ifyou're going to carry for extend-
ed periods of time, & holster needs
be comfortable. Comfort has a lot to
do witly hew well the holster fits the
contours of your body and how well
the holster and balt supports the
weight of the gun. The key to proper
support is thick, high gquality leather
i the holster and especially the
helt.

While frequently overlooked,
gun belis are extremely important,
They contribute to beth comifiort and
security of your carry rig. The belt
is what keeps the holster positioned
upright and prevents it from Hopping
arouwmnd.

Dion't use a commaon casual or
dress belt. For maximum support,
the belt should be made of thick
two-ply leather te help support and
distribute the weight of Ehe gun.

If you intend on using your balt
with an I'WE {inside the waistband}
holster, order the belt two inches
longer than normal. Whichever belt

wou choose, he sure that it is proper-
Iy sized for the bell leops of your hol-
sler. Ifyou have a 1.5-inch bell open-
ing in vour holster, use a 1.5-inch
wide bell. Many shooters struggle
with draws and reholstering becanse
of ill-fitting belUholsbers,

Cant

Cant is the angle at which the
holster sits on the belt. Holsters are
variously designed for a “straight
drop,” “cant forward” or whal some
call a "radical cant.” Some holster
designs offer adjustable cants.

The forward cant, used for strong-
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IWB Holsters

Salariland
Muodal 27 WE
¢ «Lcathar

Blackhawk CQC IWE

Milt Sparks Executive's
Companion = Leather

Leather « Adjustable Bianchi Model 35
cantsTension screw El Paso =Leather « Adjusiatle
Summer Cruiser  Cant« Thumb-braak
sFough-cut retention
leather $82

575

Bulman TSAC
« Rough-out

baather
$65

Desmlti;;.: Cozy Fist | -
Partner+ ealler  piuctable INB
« Tension davice «Leather

$70 870
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Mitch Rogen =
American Rear Guard
s L egther

5170

Bianchi
Model 19
=L eather
 Thumb-break
retention

safariland Model 2005 Top Gun
« L aather
$125

I Kirkpatrick TL-238
= ined leather

= Thumb-break
retention

SB7
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siile carry, pushes the butt of the
gun upward and redeces the amount
of the grip that sthcks out the back.
Tha greater the cant. the more
concealable the gon. bat if it's too
far forward, getting 2 proper grip
becomes diffficnlt Cross draw and
center carry rgs usually u=e a rear
cant, which pushes the butt of the
gun downsrard.

For strong-side earry, [ find a
radical cant, which angles the gun
forward aboul 20 degrees, to be a
good combination of eoncealability
and accessibility. It's ensugh angle
to keep the butt of & Mall-size gun
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from sticking out the back bt still
allows a good grip,

Rise

Anclther design element is the
rige, or how high the gun sits in
relationship to the belt. For taller
folks, a high rise works well, T find
I giet better concealability and less
flip-lop motion with standard-rise
designs. Those of short stature may
find that a low-rise holster makes
drawing easier.

Retention Devices
While they may appear to be e5-

Light-Capahble Duty/Range Holsters

F Yision=Lesther
= Thumb-break

retention

£85

DeSantis Tac-Lite » Kydax
sLatent retention device
8125

Bianchi Model 90

e Blade Tech GL34

485 » Kydiex » Thumb-
break retention
$103

Deep Concealment Holsters

- Pocket Change

8515
i

High Noon
Down Under
» Laalner
85

wavwr handgunsmag com

Bianchi Model 4501

= = Mylon/rubberized rylon

Milt Sparks PCH
=L eather
575

®_ ElFPaso
% Pocket
Max
8« Leather
e s47

DeSantis
Tuck This I
=Balliztic nylon
837

Waisthand

spring sleel
$105

sential to hold & gun in the holster,
retantion deviees are in fact not
necessary. Quality holsters retain
the gun guite efficlently by their fit
and boning.

The true intent of a retention
device is to deler a gun grab. A
retention device reduces the ability
of others to grab your pistol from its
holster,

Retention devices add time to the
draw and may foul & draw if the user
iz not sufficiently practliced. With
lots of continuing practice, the use of
a retention device adds only a frac-
tion of a second, but it is yel one .

Blackhawk
Serpa Light
Bearing Duty %
Holster = Kydax
=L aval 3 refention
£103

Kramer
Below the

=L oather/

Galco
- Pushup
& =l eather
¥l o547
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rore thing to work an.

Another argument against a reten-
thom deviee is that ifyour deminant
hand is injured, using your non-dan-
inant hand to deaw legm a dominant-
sicle holsber may be diffiewlt.

Police oflicers are far more promne
to attempted gun grabs than private
citizens, and that's why they use
seeurily holsters—often with several
securily lbyers. The average person
may never come into direct contact
with the eriminal element and is
aften hetter served with a non-reten-
Lign holsler,

Holster Materials

While leather once dominated the
market, Kydex—a plastic-type mate-
rial that has good maolding and ma-
chining qualities—has become guite
popular. Kvdex is relatively inexpen-
sive to manufacture, provides low
feiction inside the holster and can be
designed to be easily adjustable, It's
alzo low maintenanee and much losg
expensive than quality leather

A great feature of Kydex is that it
can be designed so it can be adjust-
ed in terms of tension, cant, rise and
tvpes of belt loops.

Kydex has two great disadvan-
tages: It's noisy and kacks Hexibility.
Alzo, becanse the material is hard
plasthe, 1t will not mold to vour body
with use like leather does,

Design Features

Holsters, regardiess of material,
should feature certain charaeteris-
thes.

They should cover the entire
length of @ handguns bavrel o slide.
For IWE carry, full coverage elimi-
nates skin burns, For belt carry, 1t
protects the gun and the front sight.
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Range/Competition Holsters

Galco M3x Matrix
= Thermomastic

= [Ension-screw retention
529

» Carbon-fber
composite
A 34-9

Bulman SB5-2
=Linad lzathantydex
= Tersion-scraw retantan
5125

Safariland
. Model 007
s Palymer

856-5113

54 HANOGURS FERBUARYMARCH 2009

Blackhawk SERPA 41

= Tansion device

Field Holsters

El Paso Patton Universal
s Laather Military
$125 Holster
« Synthetic
563

Blackhawk Strike COC
« Carton-liber composite
= MoSa mounts

Bianchi M12 .

Galco S.A.0.
Dutdoorsman
| mgiher

=« THumib-break
retention

42

El Paso Tapered Balt - Loathe

Say

r=5izes 32-52 865
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In hoth cases, full coverage also pre-
vents the front sight from catehing
o the holster danng a draw. In most
instances, a short gun can be used in
a long holster, but not the other way
arowmnd.

An indispensable feature for an
IWE holster is the ability to sty
open while the gun is out of the
holster. Thiz is vital to ane-handed
reholstering.

Ancther must-have feature is the
ability to get a full grip while the gun
i% halstered. A good draw starts with
a good grip. Be sure that you can

reach around the entive geip amnd
place your hand propecly up against
the bottom of the trigger guard
without the holster or belt getting in
FOUT WHY.

I like holsters with body shields.
The shield extends wpward between
thie gun and vour body and offers
significant advantages: it makes for
casy reholstering; it helps to keep
shirts from Being pushed down into
the holster; and it protects the gun
From body oils, sweat and salt.

Eody shiclds al=o provide an
additional advaniage for guns with

exlernal safeties, helping pravent
the safety from being deactivated
accidentally by rubbing against the
brady,

There is no ¢xact fiormula for put-
ting all of these elements together.
What is comforiable for one person
may ned be for another. Unlortunate-
Ly, il's o trial-and-error situation,
The good news is that many gual-
ity holster manufaciurers accept
returns if vou are not satisfied. Its
worth buying from those companies
just for that apportunity, even if you
have to pay a little more, o
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Alternate Carry Options

Blade-Tech
Tactical Thigh
=Polymier

= Thumb-trazk
retention
£115

DeSantis BeltsLeather
e Diras 30-64 855

i Bandjesimag com

Bulman H5H3«Leather
« Thumb-break

retention
5235

Fist Small of the Back 404

retention
8125

Kirkpatrick Small
of Back «Leather

« Tension screw
£72

TR,

Galco SBG belt = Leather
= Sizes 32-64 5100

»Leather« Thumb-traak

Blackhawk
Tactical SERPA M}
» Carbon-fiber ,f
Lompasite .
124

Bianchi Model B4 Ranger Beilt
« Lzathor « Sizes 32-46 S67
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